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Introduction 



The letter in which President Booseyelt inveighed 
against the bigotry of voters who^ by their ballots^ in- 
troduce into politics a religious test for office^ was in 
such evident harmony with the letter and spirit of 
the Constitution of the United States^ that it elicited 
a cordial and generous approval from the press and 
people of the country. The A. P. A/s themselves had 
not the courage openly to take issue with a docu- 
ment which was at once an echo and an enforcement 
of that religious liberty and freedom of conscience 
which is the boast of the country^ and the supposed 
inheritance of its every citizen. Although the Presi- 
dent's letter vigorously assailed the very object of 
their organization— the exclusion of Catholics from 
positions of honor and emolument^ especially political 
office — the A. P. A/s, regardless of law and justice 
in their opposition to Catholics^ were not reckless 
enough to find fault with a letter which only those 
. could consistently oppose who were prepared to sup- 
port a thesis against the Constitution of the country. 

The only ones who had the hardihood to take issue 
with the President, were the reverend representatives 
of certain religious sects, such as Lutheran, Baptist and 
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VI INTRODUCTION. 

Methodist ministers. These^ in their conferences and 
Monday meetings^ shamelessly advocated the introduc- 
tion of the religious issue into politics^ the voting 
against an otherwise acceptable candidate, simply be- 
cause he was a Catholic. In a word, these preachers 
did not hesitate to go on record as the champions of 
bigotry. They instinctively felt how odious their posi- 
tion was to liberty-loving Americans, but their hatred 
of the Catholic Church caused them to throw prudence 
to the winds, and blindly attempt to justify their 
denial of religious liberty to their Catholic fellow-citi- 
zens, and to make the boasted freedom of conscience a 
dead letter in this country. 

The first difficidty these reverend gentlemen met 
was in their utter inability to cite a single instance in 
which the religion of Catholics had made them dis- 
loyal to their country. In fact, every one of them con- 
fessed that he was not impugning the loyalty of Catho<» 
lies in urging citizens to vote against Catholic candi* 
dates for office; every one of them had to admit that 
Catholic loyalty had stood every test on '^battlefields 
and in legislative halls,'^ and that they had no fear 
that Catholics would fail in loyalty in the future. 

Thus driven from the domain of facts, the preachers 
had recourse to speculation. They imagined they had 
discovered in the Bulls and in the conduct of Popes, 
grounds for believing that Catholics woidd, must, fail 
in loyalty to this government should certain contin- 
gencies arise — contingencies which only the fears and 
hatred of preachers could conjure up as possible. 

The fact that the President ignored the preachers' 
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protests^ as well as the fact that Catholics were silent 
in the face of insinuations against their loyalty^ seemed 
to have emboldened the preachers to become more and 
more reckless in their accusations against the Popes. 
In Philadelphia, every Monday the city was treated to 
a new exhibition of bigotry, to fresh accusations 
against the loyalty of Catholics. 

At the urgent request of a fellow-priest, the first 
of the following lectures was hastily prepared in re- 
ply to thie preachers' protests against the President's 
letter. The lecture proposed to deal only with the 
reason given by the preachers for suspecting the loyal- 
ty of Catholics, and for the propriety of voting against 
them when candidates for political office. Only in so 
far as it is a refutation of arguments against the loyal- 
ty of Catholics, is the lecture an exposition of the at- 
titude of the Church on the question of civil allegiance. 
The second and the third lectures are replies to lectures 
of the Bev. Dr. S. M. Vernon, who gave woful exhibi- 
tions of his ignorance both of Catholic doctrine and 
American history, in his efforts to manufacture charges 
against the Popes. The fact that this Methodist min- 
ister has not retracted one of the libels he uttered 
against Catholics and their religion, shows how reck- 
less and conscienceless ministers may be when attack- 
ing the Catholic Church. 

These lectures were not delivered with any inten* 
tion of helping a Catholic to become President of the 
United States. The writer believes, and has always 
acted on the belief, that it would be a distinct gain 
to the Church if all Catholics kept aloof from politics, 
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especially kept out of political office. A generation 
ago. Doctor Corcoran wrote: "The avocation of the 
practical politician is about the only one that is in- 
compatible with the practice of Christianity/' Catho- 
lic voters and officeholders have not escaped the gene- 
ral demoralization which the corruption of {)oliticB is 
working in this country. It is not the creed they pro- 
fess that makes so many Catholics bad citizens. It is 
their forgetfulness of the Ten Commandments when 
they adopt the prevailing maxim: "All is fair in love, 
war and politics.'^ While Catholics have not been the 
pioneers in this matter, it is sad to relate that they 
have been apt scholars in mastering what is devious 
in political ways. 

Yielding to the suggestions of others, the writer of 
this introduction permits these lectures to go before 
the public in their present form, in the hope that they 
may dispel prejudice and prove a defence of the Catho- 
lic Church against the many false charges uttered 
against her in the name of patriotism. 
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IN order to focus the light of our observations upon 
the spirit which prompted these protests, as well 

as upon the arguments offered in justification of 
them, it will be helpful to recall the attempts to make 
Christ the victim of suspicions and accusations similar 
to those the protests utter against Catholics and the 
Pope. 

The fact that Our Blessed Lord was charged with 
disloyalty, and put to death as a traitor both to Rome 
and Jerusalem, will enable us to understand that pur- 
blind hatred of the Catholic religion which prevents 
many preachers from reading aright Papal documents, 
which leads them to misunderstand and pervert Cath- 
olic doctrines, which makes them so prone to excite 
alarm as to 'Hhe designs of Rome" and to cast suspi- 
cion on the loyalty of Catholics. 

When nothing could be found objectionable in 
Christ's teachings, when nothing could be found repre- 
hensible in His conduct. His enemies were reduced to 
the expedient of endeavoring to ensnare Him in His 
speech in order to discredit and destroy Him. They 
deceitfully attempted to elicit from Him an answer 
which they intended to distort into a charge of 
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treason, a charge which ihcgr finally attempted to prove 
against Him by false witnesses when they sought to 
compass His death. 

Unable to produce any evidence against the loyalty 
of Catholics, or to cite a single instance in which the 
Pope encouraged opposition to lawful authority, the 
enemies of the Church have recourse to speculation 
as to what Catholics might do under certain impossible 
contingencies. From these unfounded suppositions 
they conclude that there is inmiinent danger of Cath- 
olics attempting to destroy the Republic. This is as- 
serted in the face of the admissions that Catholics 
have hitherto proved loyal in every instance in which 
their loyalty was put to the test. 

In order to give the s^nblance of truth to these 
charges, quotations are given from the Bulls of Boni- 
face YIII. and Leo XIII. and the Syllabus of Pius IX. 
The meaning of these documents is misunderstood, and 
in not a few instances intentionally misrepresented. 
As proof that the Pope is the secret enemy of the Re- 
public, and that belief in his prerogatives must influ- 
ence Catholics against the government, facts are dis- 
torted and the wildest accusations are made to show 
how inimical to civil allegiance is the doctrine of Papal 
infallibility. 

The enemies of the Church have recourse to pre- 
cisely the same tactics against her that the enemies 
of Christ had recourse to against Him. In both cases, 
when all else failed to afford ground for suspicion 
and accusation, ''patriotism" led to charges of 
disloyalty. 
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Although Our Lord only went about doing good. 
He, nevertheless, became to the Priests and Pharisees 
an object of hatred. Jealous of their former pre- 
eminence, conscious of their waning popularity, and 
envious of Christ's increasing influence, they resolved 
to destroy Him. 

In order to accomplish this they solicited the assist- 
ance of their religious and politicid enemies, the Hero- 
dians. Litense as was the antagonism between these 
two Jewish factions, they readily laid aside their mu- 
tual animosities in order to join in a conspiracy to 
elicit from Jesus a decision upon a vexed political 
question, which they hoped would make Him unpopu- 
lar with the Jews or bring upon Him the anger of the 
Romans. 

In order to understand this conspiracy to make 
Christ appear disloyal, it is necessary to remark that 
the Pharisees were the patriots, while the Herodians 
were the Tories, so to speak, of Israel. 

The former were restive under Roman rule, they 
resented the subjugation of the people of QoA to a 
heathen nation, and, impelled, as they thought, alike 
by piety and patriotism, they resisted the payment of 
tribute because the money went to support not only 
a foreign government, but also the worship of false 
gods. The Herodians, on the other hand, cheerfully 
bowed their necks under the Roman yoke, favored 
the payment of the tribute, and even acted as collectors 
of it. On this account, the Pharisees regarded them 
as traitors and apostates, as false to country and to 
God. 
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These mutual enemies, in ord^ to throw Christ oflf 
His guard, sent their youthful disciples to Him. These 
pret^ided that they had come to Him for a solution 
of their differences about the payment of the tribute 
money, feigning that they had come to so great an 
authority as Himself, the last and greatest of Judea's 
prophets, to learn what their duty was, whether their 
loyalty was due to Rome or Jerusalem. 

With praise upon their lips and poison in their 
hearts, they said to Jesus : * ' Master, we know that thou 
art a true speaker and teachest the way of God in 
truth, neither carest thou for any man ; for thou dost 
not regard the person of men. Tell us, therefore, 
what dost thou think, is it lawful to give tribute to 
Caesar or not?" They thought this question could 
be answered only with a yes or no. In either case 
Christ could not, they thought, avoid compromising 
Himself. If He said *'Yes," He would incur the 
hatred of all pious and patriotic Jews, especially of 
Priests and Pharisees, and thus discredit Himself with 
the people He came to save. If He said *'No,'' He 
would incur the anger of the civil authorities and be 
incarcerated as a rebel. 

After denouncing His tempters as hypocrites, Christ 
demanded from them the coin of the tribute. Hold- 
ing it up, He asked: ''Whose image and inscription 
is this!'* When told it was Caesar's, He replied: 
''Render, therefore, to Caesar the things that are Cae- 
sar's; and to God the things that are God's." In 
other words : Render to Country what belongs to it, 
and render to Church what belongs to it. 
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Dnmfounded at Ohrist's escape from their snare, 
thwarted by an answer at once so full of loyalty to 
Borne and fidelity to Jerusalem, which showed that 
love of €h)d did not involye treason to Caesar, that 
submission to a civil ruler, though alien in nationality 
and religion, did not involye apostacy from the faith ; 
th^, nevertheless, continued to question Christ's loy- 
alty until they finally compassed His death on the 
false charge of subverting their nation and forbidding 
tribute to Caesar, until they crucified the Lord of 
Glory between two thieves. 

As Christ was about to ascend into Heaven, He com- 
misfidoned disciples and apostles to teach His doctrine 
and to enforce His commandmaits. He commissioned 
them also to remind men that there was no real conflict 
between duty to the State and duty to the Church; 
that there was to be found a soluticm of every doubt 
as to the two-fold allegiance in His command: 
' 'Bender to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and 
to Qod the things that are God's." 

That Christ clearly foresaw that the Church would 
not escape suspicion and calumny in upholding this 
comprehensive rule of the obligations of men as citi- 
zttis and Christians; that He foresaw the Church 
would be made the victim of ignorance and malice in 
holding up a standard which no one can re«3onably 
question, is evident from the fact that He said: **The 
disciple is not above his master, the servant is not 
above his lord; if l^ey have called the good man of 
the house Bedzebub, how much more them of his 
household t" In other words: If Christ Himself was 
accused of plotting against Bome and Jerusalem, of 
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being irreligiotis and nnpatriotic, is it any wonder that 
His Church should be called a political machine that 
is subversive of patriotism and religion, because the 
Pope is a kingt 

Christ's prediction was fulfilled when, in pagan per- 
secutions, the early Christians were put to death as 
enemies of the gods and the emperors ; when Christian 
princes like Henry VIII. and Elizabeth put Catholics 
to death because they preferred martyrdom rather 
than recognize these sovereigns as supreme in spirit- 
uals as well as temporals. And the prediction is ful- 
filled when to-day, Catholics are characterized as dis- 
loyal to their country because they firmly believe the 
teachings of their Church, when so-called American 
patriots charge that fidelity to Rome must necessarily 
involve treason to the Republic. 

The latest recrudescence of this plague has appeared 
in the resolutions of certain Lutheran, Baptist, Meth- 
odist and Presbyterian ministers, who protested 
against the President characterizing as unwarranted 
bigotry the action of those who vote against an other- 
wise acceptable candidate for the presidency solely 
on account of his religion; who protested against his 
hope to see the day when not only a Unitarian, a Cath- 
olic, but also a Jew may be elected President of the 
United States. 

As soon as the President's letter was published, 
certain reverend representatives of religious bodies 
took issue with him — ^but only on one point. They 
conceded that it would be ^^unwarranted bigotry" to 
vote against a Jewish or a Unitarian candidate for the 
presidency on account of his religion ; but they stoutly 
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contended that those who voted against a Catholic on 
account of his religion were moved to do so only by 
pure patriotism, by a desire to preserve our repub- 
lican institutions, which would be imperiled by the 
electicm of a Catholic as President. 

Their notion of political equality and religious lib- 
erty was well epitomized by the inscription on the 
gates of Bandon : 

'*Turk, Jew and Atheist, 

*'A11 are welcome but the Papist." 

To which Dean Swift added: 

**Whoever wrote it, wrote it well; 

**For the same is written on the gates of helL" 

In confessing that they themselves would vote 
against a Catholic candidate, and in setting forth rea- 
sons why all citizens should vote against him, they 
admitted that the great bulk of Catholics were loyal 
citizens, they repudiated any intention to establish 
a religious test for office, they claimed to be statmch 
upholders of the Constitution, they disclaimed all nar- 
row-minded bigotry and hatred of the Catholic re- 
ligion. 

After purging themselves of all that is odious to a 
lover of religious liberty, they justified and com- 
mended voting against a Catholic candidate for the 
presidency for the following reasons : 

The Catholic Church is a political organization as 
well as a religion. 

The Pope ffi king as well as head of the Church. 

Catholics owe to the head of the Church civil alle- 
giance as king and spiritual allegiance as Pope. 
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Cathalics take the teachings of their Church ser- 
iously, are influenced by them in the practical affairs 
of life, and will, therefore, be guided by them in polit- 
ical as well as ecclesiastical affairs. 

The Church's opposition to the public schools and 
her advocacy of the union of Church and State, render 
the practice of the Catholic religion incompatible with 
the security of our institutions, with loyalty to the gov- 
ernment. 

In ctise of a difference between the Church and the 
Republic, Catholics would unquestionably follow the 
commands of the Pope and rebel against the Republic. 

A Catholic President would, in all probability, use 
the power and patronage of his office to bring about 
a union of Church and State in this country, would 
thus make the Pope the power behind the President, 
greater than the President himself. 

Union of Church and State in this country would 
involve the destruction of the public school, the denial 
of the right of private judgment, the loss of liberty of 
conscience, the suppression of all religions except the 
Roman Catholic, the punishment of heresy as a crime, 
and the introduction of the Inquisition and the Auto- 
da-f6. 

They argued that no citizen, therefore, can be 
charged with unwarranted bigotry in voting against a 
Catholic, whose election would make these things possi- 
ble, not to say inevitable. 

This indictment to which we are called upon to 
plead, appears like a very formidable one. An exam- 
ination of it will, however, disclose the curious fact 
that we can easily retort: ** Physician, heal thyself," 
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and ''Take first the beam out of thine own ^e, that 
thou mayest be able to see the mote in thy brother's 
eye." That we can show that our accusers are labor- 
ing, nnconscionsly perhaps, to bring about the very 
state of affairs they charge Catholics would if we were 
in the majority. That their very protests against un- 
warranted bigotry breathe a denial of political equal- 
ity, private judgment, liberty of conscience, freedom 
of worship. That their intention, as manifested in their 
resolutions, is to have all politico-religious problems 
solved according to their own religious standard, to 
bring about a union of Church and State by making 
Protestantism in fact, if not in law, the religion of 
this country. 

In thus retorting we have, however, no intention of 
entering a plea of confession and avoidance. 

In their protests, while disclaiming all G^ympathy 
with religious bigotry, they give the most glaring ex- 
hibition of it. While pretending to defend the Con- 
stitution, they destroy the spirit of that instrument, 
civil and religious equality of all citizens. While 
repudiating religious tests for office, they establish one 
— ^f or Catholics. While admitting the loyalty of Cath- 
olics, they charge them with treasonable tendencies, if 
not intentions. While asserting liberty of conscience, 
they wish to punish Catholics for believing as they do 
by excluding them from office — a pain and penalty 
inflicted by law only on felons. While claiming the 
right to judge all religious doctrines by their private 
judgment, they deny to Catholics the right to decide 
what creed they should profess. While decrying union 
of Church and State, they are laboring to establish it. 
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One of the strangest features of all the cries and 
schemes of the so-called patriotic societies and anti- 
Catholic preachers is that all the legislation they have 
been able to secure against **the designs of Rome" 
has been declared unconstitutional by the courts, by 
Protestant judges, when that anti-Catholic legislation 
has been brought to a judicial test. This fact proves 
that these self -constituted saviours of the Republic do 
not understand its genius, or are not animated with 
its spirit; consequently, that they, not Catholics, are 
the most dangerous enemies of the country. This is 
true whether their projects are blunders or crimes, 
whether they sin ignorantly or knavishly against con- 
stitutional liberty and the rights of citizenship. 

The jealousy and envy of these preachers are mani- 
fest in finding danger to our institutions in the fidelity 
of Catholics to their religion. They look with envious 
eye on the ever increasing number of Catholics, on 
the crowded Catholic churches, and on the great in- 
fluence of the Catholic clergy with the people. The 
cry of the preachers, **How to fill the churches!" the 
little influence th^r have with their own, tell of a 
jealousy like that of the Priests and Pharisees of old. 
Hence the alarm disclosed when the preachers tell the 
President that the Catholics believe firmly, that they 
take the teachings of their Church seriously, and are 
mfluenced by them in the discharge of their civil and 
religious duties; that they regard their Priests and 
Popes as God-appointed teachers. 

What peril is there in this! 

Is it possible that these preachers do not believe 
that ** religion," as Josh Billings says, ''should enter 
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as much into the measuring of meal as into the sing- 
ing of AUeluiat" It is hardly a matter for self- 
congratulation that their co-religionists do not take 
the teachings of religion as seriously as do Catholics. 
Nor does the fact that they do not allow religions 
teaching to influence them effectively in the practical 
duties of life, offer any special reason for believing the 
preservation of our institutions depends upon this in- 
difference to religion. 

The taking of the President to task for denouncing 
unwarranted bigotry, seems hardly consistent with 
that respect which loyal citizens owe the Chief Magis- 
trate, especially when the danger of electing a Cath- 
olic President is not imminent. There is an old pro- 
verb, which Bays: ''Talk not about crossing a bridge 
until you come to it." ' The election of a Catholic 
President is so barely possible, is so remotely probable, 
that it seems as likely as a visit from an inhabitant of 
Mars. The correction, then, of the President's mis- 
take, if mistake it was, seems like the act of the un- 
dutiful son of Noah, who drew attention to his father's 
nakedness. These lynx-eyed preacher-prophets, who 
beheld the election of a Catholic, as they peered into 
the Rooseveltian Millenium, in which the voice of the 
political preacher would be heard no more, and the 
political patriots would cease from troubling, would 
readily have been pardoned for leaving the President, 
and those who applauded his letter, to indulge in the 
pleasures of hope, in the illusions of a bigotless age, 
notwithstanding the danger they imagine may result 
from the election of a Catholic President. 
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While the President, in fancy, was opening the 
doors of the White House to a Catholic, the preachers 
rudely rushed to close and double-bar them, just as if 
this astutest of politicians were committing a blunder 
as perilous to the Republic as that which those who 
opened the gates of the City to the gift-bearing Greeks, 
committed against Troy. His letter was a veritable 
Trojan horse in the eyes of the prtochers. 
As all signs, past, present and future, are against 
the election of a Catholic as President, it evidently 
was not the fear of such an event that aroused the 
preachers, that made them ring the tocsin so violently. 
What, then, was it? Shall we let you into the secret! 
Shall we make public this awful discovery! Was it 
not that the President's liberality was so different 
from the preachers' bigotry, that they could no longer 
regard him as one of themselves, and, oh horror I must 
Aave concluded that Roosevelt had turned Catholic, 
had become a Jesuit. Hence their alarm. They feared 
that this strenuous character, in his zeal for his new- 
found faith, would be more Papal than the Catholics 
themselves. They saw in his denunciation of bigotry 
in politics that there was imminent danger of his turn- 
ing the White House into the Vatican, the Capitol at 
Washington into the Cathedral of Catholic America, 
and handing over the reins of government to the Pope. 
ye heavens! let the clouds fall, rather than let the 
pious eyes of these patriotic preachers witness these 
impending calamities. 

While the protests against unwarranted bigotry as- 
sure us that these appalling calamities would surely 
follow the electicm of a Catholic President, they do not 
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enlighten ns as to how he conld bring about these 
seemingly impossible things, how he oonld extinguish 
the love of freedom in American breasts, how he could 
lead citizens to the torture as sheep are silently led 
to the shambles. 

How could this coup d'6tat be accomplished? 

The Catholic President would have to accomplish 
this entirely alone or with the aid of the Pope. He 
alone could succeed only through force or through 
argument. If he could succeed in forcing 75,000,000 
Americans to change their form of government and to 
abandon their cherished institutions, where is their 
boasted courage? If he could persuade them to ac- 
cept voluntarily all the enormities of Papal domina- 
tion as described by the resolutions, where is their 
boasted intelligence f 

If he alone is unequal to the task, how could the 
Pope aid himf The Bishop of Rome has neither fleet 
nor army, has no powerful political ally. He is a pris- 
oner in the Vatican. In the execution of such a de- 
sign as the preachers describe, the President and Pope 
would find opposed to them not only all the non-Oath- 
olics of the United States and Europe, not only all 
the Protestant powers of Europe, but also all the 
pagan nations of the world ; how, then, could the Pope 
capture them all, make them subservient to his wishes ? 
He would have to do what the Irishman said he did 
when he made prisoners of a squad of the enemy. 
When asked how he had captured them, he replied: 
''Faith, Sir, I surrounded them." 

To try, then, to play upon the fears of a Papal dom- 
ination in the event of the election of a Catholic as 
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President, assumes, on part of Americans, an amount 
of stupidity and cowardice which does them no credit. 

As the preachers have no reason to fear the physical 
forces of the Pope, their alarm lest he succeed in his 
designs against this country, must be bom of dread of 
his spiritual power. St. Paul speaks of men **who 
will turn their hearing away from the truth, but will 
be turned into fables. " Is it possible that these cham- 
pions of orthodoxy and enlightenm^it are supersti- 
tious in regard to tiie Pope, that they believe he could, 
Moses-like, bring upon the country all the plagues tlmt 
afiSicted Egypt ; that he could send an exterminating 
angel to turn all the homes of the land into houses of 
mourning; that he could evoke from the sky those 
weird horsemai seen in the Apocalypse — the spirits of 
wrath, war, plague and famine — ^to trample to death 
all who refuse to submit to his behests? 

If they do not believe that the Pope could acquire 
control of this country through physical force or spir- 
itual power, what ground have they for charging that 
he has sinister designs against itt When Henricks ac- 
cused Butler of having stolen spoons in New Orleans, 
Butler replied that there were spocms in that city, 
that he could have stolen them, that he was accused of 
having stolen them, that he denied he had stolen them ; 
but whether he had or not, he said, one thing was cer- 
tain: that, had Henricks had the chance, he would 
have stolen them; for no man accuses another of a 
crime he is incapable of committing himself. 

The inconsistency of these - preachers, in show- 
ing their suspicions of Catholic loyalty, arises from 
th^ own disposition to do what they so clamor- 
ously accuse us of intending to do. 
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In exposing the inconsistency of these preachers, 
there is no disposition to hold the great bulk of non- 
CaliioUcs responsible for their attacks on our religion^ 
nor to belittle the loyally of Protestants; it is, how- 
ever, i>ermi8sable to employ against themselves the 
sophistical arguments they have employed against us; 
to show, by their method of reasoning, that we could 
draw up a more terrible indictment against them than 
they did against us; to show there is a thousand-fold 
more ground for casting suspicion on their loyally 
than there is on ours. 

If their inferences and deductions from facts and 
doctrines against us are legitimate, if union of Church 
and State is so inimical to civil and religious liberty, 
so incompatible with our institutions, then we can 
show, by their line of argument, that the election of a 
Protestant is more likely to prove disastrous to State 
and Church than the election of a Catholic. 

As an evidence of how baseless is the suspicion in- 
sinuated against Catholic loyalty, let us employ against 
an Episcopalian, for example, the argument they ui^e 
against electing a Catholic as President. The Episco- 
palian is a member of a church that is the daughter 
of the Church of which the King of England is the 
head. The mother and this daughter are united by 
many close ties. Edward VII. is monarch of an am- 
bitious nation that is ever extending its dominion, and 
that has more than once imposed its national religion 
on the peoples it has conquered. The head of the 
Anglican Church has treaties with other Protestant 
nations, upon whose sympathy and support he could 
rely in case he was tempted to extend his civil and 
spiritual authority, to bring about union of State and 
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Chnrdi in other countries. This being the case, wonld 
there not be, according to the argoments of the pro- 
testSy reason to fear that an Episcopalian President 
wonld betray the Republic into the hands of the head 
of the Anglican Church, and thus bring about a union 
of State and Church in this country, should the King 
of England ever, by any mischance, cast a covetous 
eye upon the United States? 

The reading of the resolutions of these patriotic 
preachers against the election of a Catholic President, 
would lead us to believe that nothing is more foreign 
to their sentiments, nothing more opposed to their 
wishes, nothing more monstrous in their eyes than 
union of Church and State. We would imagine, from 
the protests, that they had always and everywhere 
condemned it, that they had bent all their energies to 
destroy it where it exists, and to prevent it from ob- 
taining a foothold where it does not exist. We 
would imagine that they had always condemned it as 
a sacrilegious hybrid, which aroused only fear in them 
as citizens and horror in them as Christians. We would 
imagine that they had always condemned it as the 
greatest enemy of patriotism and religion. 

These preachers cannot deny that Protestantism 
has nearly always been a union of Church and State, 
or a fusion of them, or a subjugation of the Church 
to the State. The mother Churches of these preachers, 
after the Reformation, were nearly all State Churches, 
and are still such. Swings, emperors and queens were 
the heads of these Churches, and still are supreme in 
spirituals as well as temporals. Those Churches were 
supi>orted by the State, and still are; their questions 
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of liturgy and doctrine were, and still are, settled by 
the civil authorities. Where is there a more odious 
union of State and Church than in England, Denmark, 
Sweden, and even Gtermanyf 

So much for the Old World. In the New World, all 
the Protestant colonies were unions of Church and 
State, with the possible exception of Pennsylvania, 
where Catholics were tolerated. The New England 
colonies were theocratic, in them the Church ruled the 
State ; the colonies in the South were Erastian, in them 
the State ruled the Church. In not a single one of 
them were liberty of conscience and freedom of wor- 
ship guaranteed by law to all liie inhabitants. In 
Pennisfylvania, penal statutes against Catholic worship 
were not enforced. Even after the adoption of the 
Constitution, many of the colonies denied freedom of 
worship to Catholics, and imposed upon them political 
disabilities, even unto the present generation. 

No Protestant colony, then, presented the model for 
a republic based upon the principles of civil and re- 
ligious liberty and political equality. These boons 
became the inheritance of the inhabitants of the land 
under the Federal government, in spite of the colonies. 
Neither the Puritans of the North, nor the Episcopal- 
ians of the South were the champions of liberty of 
conscience. It was because the colonies could not agree 
on any one form of worship, because no one was strong 
enough to make its Protestant creed the religion of 
the country and to suppress other faiths, that they, 
therefore, resolved to prevent any form of Protestant- 
ism from becoming the established religion. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



20 THE preachers' PROTESTS. 

Religious liberty was bom in this country, not from 
a desire of the colonists to proclaim it, but from their 
jealousies and differences as to what was the true 
religion, and their inability (the will was not wanting) 
to suppress what they regarded as false. An all-wise 
Providence overruled the plans of the opponents of 
liberty of conscience and constrained them to adopt 
the very freedom of worship they had all along refused 
to recognize as the right of those who dissented from 
them. 

Civil and religious liberty was the gift of Qod to the 
American Republic. It recognized Christ's criterion 
of the obligations due to State and to Church ; it recog- 
nized the distinction between them; it reco^iized the 
rights of conscience, and, therefore, admitted that the 
Churdi is independent of, superior to, the State. It 
was founded by Protestants upon Catholic principles, 
and it was, therefore, somethmg so unique in the ex- 
perience of men, that no lessons drawn from the past 
can teach anything as to the policy of the Church in 
regard to such a government. It is, therefore, from 
unreliable speculation that the preachers have drawn 
inferences that, in their view, would make doubtful 
the loyalty of Catholics if certain purely imaginary 
contingencies arose between State and Church. For 
the solution of all doubts in regard to civil allegiance, 
both the Republic and the Church re-echo Christ's 
rule: ''Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, 
and to Qod the things that are Gh)d's." 

As an evidence of the hostility of the Church to 
republican institutions, the preachers instance the op- 
position of Catholics to the public schools. They do 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LECTURE ONE. 21 

this in a way to leave the impression that Catholics 
are the only ones who are dissatisfied ; they suppress 
mention of the dissatisfaction of Protestants. They 
do not say that the German Lutherans of the West 
insist as strongly as Catholics on the necessity of 
parochial schools; that the Friends and the Episco- 
palians have also established them; that large num- 
bers of Protestants deplore the absence of religious in- 
struction in them, and that they are holding meetings 
to devise some means of introducing morality into the 
public schools without making them sectarian. In one 
of these meetings a prominent minister declared that 
'*the public schools turned out only educated ani- 
mals," and that in introducing morality into the 
schools, ''the fears of pupils and parents in regard to 
sectarianism should be no more respected than their 
wishes as to music and drawing." In other words, 
that liberty of conscience should be denied such par- 
ents and pupils as objected to certain brands of moral- 
ity. They conceal the fact that Catholics favor a 
system of popular education, and, in conmion with in- 
telligent Protestants, that they are opposed to schools 
that lack the moral, religious and spiritual element. 
They conceal the fact that Catholics pay school tax 
while relieving the schools of the burden of educating 
their children, thus strengthening them. 

This is an attempt with a venegeance to destroy the 
public schools. Let other denominations try it ! 

Apart from this defect, these preachers could tell 
of another and more potent reason for Catholic oppo- 
sition to the public schools. They could tell of the 
efforts made in them to proselytize Catholic children, 
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of the efforts to make these schools distinctively Prot- 
estant through the introduction of their Bible, hymns 
and prayers. They could tell of the efforts to get 
Catholic diildren to attend Protestant Sunday Schools 
through questions as to their religions and invitations 
to join the teachers ' Bible class. They could tell of the 
sermons to the graduates, preached in Protestant 
Churches, which Catholic children were required to 
attend under pain of being deprived of their diplomas. 
They could tell of their efforts to make the schools 
Protestant and anti-Catholic in every way save going 
down into their pockets to pay for making them so. 

These preachers constantly oppose every effort to 
repeal the blue laws, the relics of the union of Church 
and State in New England. They clamor for **Qod 
in the Constitution.'' They take care that the chap- 
lains of penal, reformatory and eleemosynary institu- 
tions are Protestant ministers; they insist that all the 
inmates, no matter what their religious convictions be, 
attend their public worship or be deprived of priv- 
ileges accorded to those who do; they have opposed 
every effort to give Catholics in these institutions an 
opportunity for worship or instruction; they do not 
scruple to draw, in the guise of moral instructors, sal- 
aries from the public funds while they raise a howl 
against any tendency to compensate a Catholic for such 
service; they insist that the conscience of Jew and 
Catholic conform to their standard. 

They, in a word, have not seldom said that this is 
a Christian country, in which Catholics have no rights 
which Protestants are bound to respect. And yet they 
brazenly pose as the diampions of civil and religious 
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liberty, the opponents of union of Church and State, 
while branding as traitors all who object to have their 
devotions and doctrines doled out to them from Prot- 
estant measures, or who believe the Pope ought to 
possess territory over which he may rule as a tem- 
poral prince and in which he may be independent of 
other rulers. 

In order to show how necessary temi>oral sover- 
eignty is to the Pope, let us suppose that the sects all 
over the world should unite and choose a German as 
their head. In this case, would not the high-priest of 
Protestantism be liable to be influenced, coerced, im- 
prisoned as a recalcitrant subject, if at any time in 
the discharge of his spiritual duties he presumed to 
differ from or disobey the Eaisert In order to secure 
the independence of this head of the Protestant 
Church, in order to place his decisions in matters of 
conscience above suspicion of national influence, would 
it not be necessary for him to be the ruler of some ter- 
ritory recognized by all temporal sovereigns as neutral 
ground? 

An example of this is given in our own country, 
where it was deemed wise not to place the seat of the 
general government in a State, but in the District of 
Columbia, so that its relations with the States might 
not be controlled, might not be compromised by plac- 
ing it within the jurisdiction of any one State T 

These illustrations will show why the Pope's tem- 
I>oral power is necessary to secure his spiritual inde- 
pendence, to place his decisions above the suspicion 
of national influence. 
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The Bishop of Borne is a King because he is head 
of the Church, he is not Pope because he is a King. 
To make the Pope a subject of any prince, would re- 
quire him either to assent to what is false or mischiev- 
ous in the projects of the secular ruler, or keep him in 
conflict with the civil power. Such a condition would 
be intolerable. While the Pope's spiritual jurisdic- 
tion is universal, not national, his civil authority is 
bounded by his temporal possessions. Those only 
within his territory owe him political allegiance^ all in 
it and beyond it owe him obedience in spirituals. A 
Catholic would be justified in rebelling against the 
Pope's temporal authority, and a Catholic prince 
would be justified in declaring war against the Pope, 
for the same reasons that would justify rebellion or 
warfare against a Protestant prince. 

To further illustrate this, let us suppose that Christ 
is still upon earth, ruling the Church, instructing men 
as to their civil and religious obligations, as He did 
when of old He laid down the law: ''Render to Cae- 
sar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things 
that are God's," and solving all doubts when a seem- 
ingly divided allegiance would perplex men, and re- 
moving all differences between subjects and rulers. 

If, when His E^ingdom was insignificant, Pharisees 
and Herodians sought to make Him either the victim 
of Rome or of Jerusalem, by proposing a question that 
they thought could not be answered without incurring 
the enmity of the one or the other, how much more 
likelihood would there be now, that His Kingdom ex- 
tends over the whole world, that His teachings would 
excite the suspicion and the opposition of some of 
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earth's rulers T Would the patriots and the politicians 
of to-day find Him less in their way ; be less elamorous 
for His destruction than the Pharisees and Herodians 
of oldt How shocking would it be to have Christ 
pilloried before some King or Emperor, before some 
Sultan or President as He was before Pilate t Who, 
then, would object to Christ possessing, as a temporal 
Ruler, some neutral territory, in order that He might 
be unmolested in governing the Universal Churdit 

It is, therefore, necessary for the Pope, as successor 
of St. Peter and Vicar of Christ, to be as a temporal 
prince independent of all the rulers of the earth, in 
order that he may be free to discharge the duties of 
his office, and that his decisions in faith and morals 
may be above the suspicion of national influence. In 
this case, it is the Pope's duty and interest to culti- 
vate peace and amity with all nations, to uphold civil 
authority, whether exercised by Jew, Pagan, Moham- 
medan or Protestant, in order that the pretext of his 
interference in politics might not be made an excuse 
for opposing his authority in spirituals. 

The preachers will, no doubt, say that this is all very 
fine in theory but very dangerous in practice. They 
will vehemently deny that the Pope is a Vicar of 
Christ ; they will insist that he is Anti-Christ, the Man 
of Sin, the worker of iniquity. They will assert that 
he is ambitious of temporal power, that he will most 
likely command the all-too-submissive Catholics to con- 
spire against the government whose institutions he is 
denouncing. In such a case, no reKance, they assert, 
can be placed upon Catholic professions of loyalty to 
the Republic, no hope can be entertained that the 
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Pope, where his ambition is coneemed, will discrim- 
inate righteously between the rights of the country 
and the interests of the Church. 

We now come to the subjects which most perplex 
the preachers, which arouse their pious and patriotic 
indignation. These are the claims that, while State 
and Church are free, each in its order, the Church is 
superior to the State ; that the Church is the supreme 
authority in matters of morality, as it relates to dif- 
ferences between State and Church; that infallible 
Popes have taught that State and Church must be 
united, and that Catholics are bound to hold this as a 
matter of faith. These treasonable teachings, con- 
cealed from the world ( t) the preachers have discov- 
ered in the Bulls of Boniface VIII., Leo XIII., and 
the Syllabus of Pius IX. And, as they expose these 
abominable doctrines to the light of day, place them 
under the eye of an unsuspecting people and Presi- 
dent, they call upon all who hitherto trusted in Cath- 
olic loyalty to behold in the Pope the enemy of the 
human race I 

There is only one assuring phrase in all the terrible 
insinuations and accusations of the preachers' protests 
and resolutions against the election of a Catholic Pres- 
ident, only one that saves Catholics from dying of 
fright at the discovery of their horrible duplicity ! It 
is the preachers' confession that it is **our (their) un- 
derstanding" of these Papal documents, that has 
thrown them into such frenzy, such delirium over 
Roosevelt's hope that a Catholic may one day become 
President of the United States. 
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It is certainly a relief to learn from themselves that 
these prophets of evil have nothing more substantial 
than their understanding of Papal bulls, upon which 
to base their discovery of the sinister designs of Cath- 
olics. The way Protestants *' understand" Catholic 
documents is often very ludicrous. In the Stack- 
O'Hara case, a learned judge discovered a frightful 
threat against the priest in the Bishop 's phrase : ' ' This 
order binds sub grave. ^' His Honor translated sub 
grave ''this side of the grave.*' 

If these preachers read these Papal documents with- 
out their preconceived notions of Catholic disloyalty, 
if, instead of reading into them with jaundiced eyes, 
the insinuations and accusations of these protests, they 
read them to learn the sense in which Catholics under- 
stand and accept them, they would find them full of 
sound American doctrine. They would find in them 
doctrine to which these preachers themselves subscribe, 
in which they glory when they are not writhing in the 
spasms of Bomaphobia. 

What do the preachers themselves teach about the 
Church being superior in its order to the State t They 
maintain that the spiritual order is superior to the 
temporal, that the law of Qod is superior to that of 
man ; that, in case of conflict between these two, the 
civil law must yield to the higher law. They main- 
tain that conscience is supreme, that civil authority 
must bow to it ; that to assert the rights of conscience 
against the civil power, is nothing more than a defence 
of the inalienable rights of man; that to claim the 
State is supreme in spirituals as well as temporals, 
is a denial of religious liberty. 
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Let US compare their teaching with the doctrine of 
the Papal Bulls and Syllabus. It is (1) that God is 
the author of all law, — ^that impressed upon the tablets 
of the heart, and that inscribed on tables of stone. 
It is (2) that there is no authority but that whidi is 
from God. It is (3) that God is the Sovereign Lord 
whom peoples and rulers, and individuals. State as 
well as Churdi, must obey. It is (4) that the Church 
is not the author of the law, but only its adnunistrator. 
It is (5) that the civil law is not binding in conscience 
when it is a violation of the law of God. That while 
the civil law may compel men to bear wrongs, it cannot 
compel them to do wrong. The whole doctrine of Papal 
documents on this point is summed up in the words 
of the Apostles, when scourged and forbidden to 
preach any more in the name of Jesus, they said : ''We 
must obey God rather than men.'* 

The preachers will recognize all this as sound polit- 
ical and Protestant doctrine, and claim they do not 
diflfer from Catholics in regard to it. They will tell 
us that what they really object to in the encyclicals 
as a menace to Republican institutions and the source 
of Catholic disloyalty is the fact that the Pope's de- 
cisions in all cases of dispute between the civil and 
the ecclesiastical authorities are final, and that, as he 
is opposed to our institutions, the tendency of his 
judgments must inevitably be to make Catholics 
traitors to their country. 

If the Pope is not the supreme judge in case of a 
conscience troubled by the civil authority command- 
ing, and the ecclesiastical forbidding, will the preach- 
ers tell us who is T They themselves do not claim such 
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authority, nevertheless, there must be such an author- 
ity. If the Pope is not, is some politician to direct the 
scrupulous conscience T In place of the Pope, would 
they have Nero or Nai)oleon, Henry VIII. or Cle- 
menceau set the uneacQr conscience at rest on all ques- 
tions of i>olitical morality t 

In the supposition that Christ was still on earth, He 
would certainly be the Judge to determine in a given 
case what things belong to Caesar and what things be- 
long to God, when obedience is due to Country and 
when to Church; and from His decisions conscience 
could take no appeaL 

When Christ laid down for all time, the law upon 
these matters, a law which has sorely troubled secular 
rulers, but to which no i>olitician even could offer a 
specious objection : '^ Bender to Caesar the things that 
are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's," 
He certainly foresaw, as men have since witnessed, the 
difficulties that would arise in determining at times 
what belongs to Caesar and what belongs to God« As 
Christ foresaw that it would perplex men at times, to 
distinguish what belongs to the State, from what be- 
longs to God, He could not have neglected to establish 
an authority as competent as Himself, to adjust differ- 
ences, to settle disputes, to hold the balance evenly 
between the citizen and the country, in deciding all 
questions of conscience. 

For this purpose, Christ established a Church. 
''Ui>on this rock I shall build my Church, and the 
gatesof hell shall not prevail against her." That she 
was to take cognizance of *'the practical duties," as 
the preachers call them, even the political duties, is 
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evident from His words: **Aiid if he will not hear 
them, teU the Church: and if he will not hear the 
Church, let him be to thee as heathen and the pub- 
Ucan/' 

Christ was King of kings, Lord of lords. **A11 
power is given to me in heaven and on earth." His 
authority to rule was not derived from the consent of 
the governed. To His apostles He said: *'You have 
not chosen me, but I have chosen you." That His 
representatives in the Church were to take His place 
and exercise His authority, is evident from His words: 
**He that hears you, hears me, and he that despises 
you despises me, and he that despises me, despises Him 
that sent me." 

The Church, then, any more than Christ, was not to 
learn from kings, emperors, presidents or legislators 
what is politicaDy right or politically wrong, whether 
the laws of men are in violation of the laws of Qod or 
not. On the contrary, they were to learn this from the 
Church. 

If the preachers admit that Christ appointed a su- 
preme guide in all matters of conscience, will they 
tell us where he is to be found if not in the Pope t If 
they deny this, without claiming themselves as this 
guide, will they assert that the State is the supreme 
guide in matters of conscience T If so, what becomes of 
their boasted inalienable rights, of religious liberty, 
of freedom of conscience, of the higher law if the 
State can dictate in themt If they deny that there is 
such a supreme religious guide of conscience, they 
must assume that God has no right to rule men, that 
He may only rule the heavens, but that men will rule 
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the earth. In their last analyds, all their insiniiatioiis 
against Catholic loyalty amount to a denial of Qod^s 
right to role mai, to a denial of His existence; they 
amount to, in the words of a French infldel, '^ making 
the people king, the people priest, the people God.'' 

In exercising her supreme auUiority in solving 
doubts of conscience as to civil duty, the Church leaves 
to the State what Qod gave to her, she leaves to indi- 
viduals the free-will that God gave to them to accept 
or reject her decrees. She employs no force to compel 
them to adopt her notions of their duty, she leaves 
it to God to punidi the disobedient. If the Popes, 
during 1900 years, have never encroached upon the 
just rights of nations, have in no case taught Catholics 
to resist civil authority, what reason have the preach- 
ers to prophee^r that they will do so in the futuret 

In the matter of union of State and Church, the 
preachers tiiemselves certainly do not wish to see these 
two great powers for good pulling apart, opposing 
each other, at war one witii the other. They do not 
approve of legislation that is contrary to the teachings 
of the Church; tiie State, for example, desecrating by 
its law the Sabbath, while the Church seeks its sanctifi- 
cation. They desire to see State and Church living 
in harmony, to see tiiem co-operating, each in its 
sphare working unto good. The preachers know that 
legislation that sins against the conscience, cannot pro- 
mote the political interests of the State. 

In advocating a moral union of Church and State, 
the Popes teach that State and Church are distinct 
and supreme, each in its order, but that they are not 
separated, that they are united just as body and 
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soul, though distinct, are united. They teach that, as 
the welfare of the body depends largely upon its sub- 
jection to reason, so the welfare of the State depends 
largely upon following the guidance of the Church; 
that, as the uncontrolled appetites of the body would 
war against the aspirations of the soul, and inyolye 
both body and soul in destruction, so would legislation, 
uncontrolled by the law of God, war against the pre- 
rogatives of the Church and inflict injury upon both 
State and Church. They teach that, as the separation 
of the body from the soul is physical death, so the sep- 
aration of the State from the Church is moral death. 

In condemning separation of Church and State, 
Popes have condemned it only when it means the 
emancipation of the State from the laws of God, when 
it means the supremacy of the State in spirituals. The 
separation of politics from religion is as injurious to 
the State as it is to the Church, is as destructive of 
civil as it is of religious liberty. Where would these 
boons be, if a civil ruler could dictate in matters of 
creed and worship 1 As what God denies to the body 
is good for both body and soul, so what the Church 
denies to the State is good for both State and Church. 

This moral union of Church and State is all that the 
Church insists on. Her anxiety to have representa- 
tives at foreign courts, arises from a desire to cultivate 
friendly relations with them, to adjust satisfactorily 
all difFerences that may rise between them and their 
Catholic subjects, and not from any desire to meddle 
with the domestic affairs of those governments, 
whether they be Protestant or Catholic, or from a de- 
sire to be subsidized by them. 
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In their efforts just now to bring about the unifica- 
tion of all the Protestant sects, our separated brethren 
deplore with ourselves the divisions that aflSict Chris- 
tendom, and make Christianity a scandal and stum- 
bling-block to the heathen. It is, undoubtedly, the 
envy and jealoui^ engendered by these divisions that 
give rise to the cruel suspicions the preachers cast 
upon the loyalty of Catholics. Protestants are now 
holding a convention in this city, in the hope that all 
the followers of Christ will escape **the wrangling and 
warfare of the sects," and **meet in the unity of faith 
and the knowledge of God," and thus fulfill the words 
of Christ: '* Other sheep I have that are not of this 
fold ; them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice, and there shall be one fold and one Shepherd." 

When this blessed union of Christendom shall be 
effected, then will disappear the envies and jealousies 
that have given rise to so much suspicion and accusa- 
tion, then will the lion and the lamb repose together, 
then will be attained that ideal union of State and 
Church which the Pope strives for in a world of divis- 
ions, just as he has always held up in a world of im- 
perfections an ideal perfection: **Be ye perfect as 
your heavenly Father is perfect." 
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THE PREACHERS^ PROTESTS. 

LECTURE TWO. 



Last Monday's daily papers published reports of 
a lecture delivered the previous evening by the Eev. 
Dr. S. M. YemoD on the dangers that might imperil 
the Sepublic if a Catholic were elected President of 
the United States. The purpose of the lecture was 
to refute the arguments of the lecture we had delivered 
the previous Sunday evening, on the Preachers' Pro- 
tests against the President's Denunciation of Bigotry 
in Politics. 

Inquiry elicited the information that the newspaper 
reports of the lecture were substantially correct, and 
that the lecturer had relied upon uncontradicted (?) 
newspaper rumors for his facts, and upon assertions 
of Von DoUinger and Gladstone for the truth of his 
most serious accusations against the Pope and 
Catholics in general. 

In order to show the value of these authorities 
it is hardly necessary to recall a newspaper incident 
of the Hispano- American War, in which a correspond- 
ent was explaining lack of news by saying that he had 
investigated the sensational stories of Spanish cruelty 
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to our soldiers and found no truth in them. The 

editor replied: ''To with the truth! Send us 

something that will sell the paper T Nor is it neces- 
sary to recall the fact that newspaper reports about 
the Pope are often too foolish and incredible to need 
contradiction. Nor is it necessary to remind people 
that contradictions do not seem to be remembered as 
well by ministers as the evidently absurd rumors that 
are circulated about the Pope. Nor is it necessary 
to recall that Gladstone on Vaticanism was refuted and 
silenced by Cardinals Newman^ Manning and Yaughan, 
who certainly understood the doctrine of Papal 
infallibility better than even that eminent British 
statesman. Nor is it necessary to recall that Yon Bol- 
linger was not ''our own/' was an apostate when he 
wrote against infallibility. 

It is due to Dr. Vernon to acknowledge gratefully 
the high tribute he paid to the Boman Catholic Church 
for "the long and varied services she has rendered to 
religion and literature^ to art and architecture/' also 
for his honorable mention of "the Catholics who had 
proved incorruptible patriots on the battlefields and 
in the legislative halls of our country, many of whom 
are beautiful examples of the Christian virtues and 
of all that belongs to the higher and nobler life of 



We credit him, too, with being as sincere in arguing 
that our loyalty could not be trusted should certain 
contingencies arise, as he was truthful in paying us 
handsome compliments. He takes strong exception to 
what he regards as false and mischievous in the teach- 
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ing of the Church, and as blame-worthy in the conduct 
of the Popes and inconsistent with their infallibility. 
In doing this, like another Saul, Dr. Vernon firmly 
believes that he is rendering a service to God and to 
country. While sincerity cannot make true what is 
false or right what is wrong, nevertheless it renders 
inculpable the errors and wrongs committed by the 
man who thinks he is right. And let us piously hope 
that his sincerity will bring about his conversion as 
it did Saul's. 

It is no pleasure to join issue with such an honorable 
but mistaken opponent for the purpose of exhibiting 
his mistakes to the public. The exposure of his er- 
rors in order to vindicate the truth is as gruesome 
a task as that of the surgeon, who is constrained to 
perform an autopsy on a friend in order that the 
authorities may ascertain the cause of death. 

In discussing his lecture, we shall endeavor to keep 
in mind the reverence due to one so respectable in 
scholarship, so amiable in disposition, and so vener- 
able in age and virtue as our esteemed opponent. We 
shall endeavor to contend for the truth without bit- 
terness. 

As Dr. Vernon found it impossible to notice every 
phase of the hypothetical disloyalty of Catholics, so 
we shall not find it possible, within the limits of a 
lecture, to take up every false accusation and un- 
sound argument he employs to cast doubt upon a loy- 
alty that has, as he admits, never yet failed the Be- 
public in its hour of trial. His quotations from *'our 
own*' (?) Von DoUinger and Gladstone are so numer- 
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ous that volumes would be required to refute ihem 
seriatim. We shall^ however, refute them in globo as 
we discuss out opponent's arguments. The refutation 
of some of the charges will cast doubt upon them all. 
"Falsum in uno, falsum in omnibus.^' 

In his address we find that our opponent sins (1) 
against f acts^ (2) sins against logic^ and (3) sins against 
the Church described in the New Testament. 

To begin with an assertion not pertinent to the 
issue^ but that is well calculated to excite prejudice 
against Catholics and hatred of their religion, the 
lecturer asserts that the Church holds that the mar- 
riages of Protestants are nothing more than a ^^thy 
concubinage.^' How could such an assertion be put 
before the public as the teaching of the Church? The 
Church teaches that the marriages of all baptized per* 
sons, whether Protestant or Catholic, are holy sacra- 
ments. She teaches that the marriages of pagans, of 
the unbaptized, while not sacraments, are lawful and 
honorable contracts, and she anathematizes those who 
say that they are not. like the Apostle, she ^^'udges 
not those who are without.'' While claiming the right 
to require, under pain of nullity, her children to com- 
ply with certain conditions in contracting marriage, 
just as the State does with her citizens, the Church 
declared again that her recent legislation concerning 
the validity of marriage did not affect non-Catholics. 

He asserts that the Pope blessed the Spanish fleet 
and army as they were about to engage in a war with 
the United States. Well, if the Pope is as black as 
they paint him, if his prayer is turned into sin, who 
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could wish a more blightmg cmrse ^n the f ortumee 
of Spain than the Pope's Uearing? But this aside^ 
the point he would make is, tiiat the blessing was an 
approval of the cause of Spain and an intimation to 
Catholics not to support the United States in the 
strug^. 

This insinuation justifies some timely remarks about 
the Pope's blessings which Catholics often make bear 
more unwarranted rignifications than do Protestants. 

There are societies of Catholics who not seldom 
make as improper use of it as do Protestants. There 
are societies not yet approved by the Churchy that 
send from their national conventions greetings ex- 
pressive of devotion to the Holy See and of regard 
for the Pope himself. In response to these, the Pope 
sends his blessing. The societies then cause the fact 
that the Pope blessed them to be published in big 
cape for the purpose of creating the impressi^i that 
the Pope with full knowledge of their aims and person^ 
nel formally approves of them, and that no priest or 
layman should, in the face of the blessing, be rash 
enough to express a doubt ccmeerning them. They 
sedc to create this favorable impression when they 
know, and others ought to know, that the Pope may 
know absolutely nothii^ of thdr history, and that it 
is no part of the Pope's duty to investigate tiion; 
that is always left to a Soman Congre^tion. 

When the Pope in response to a greeting asking for 
his blessing, sends it, he simply assumes that those 
who send the messages are all they profess to bl». If 
they are, he hopes that his blessing will benefit them; 
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if they are not what they profess to be, he hopes that 
the blessing will do them no harm, but that it will con^ 
vert them rather than prove a curse to them for de- 
ceiving him. 

When Leo XIII. sent his blessing to the Anti-Pover- 
ty Society, which Archbishop Corrigan had excom- 
municated, the Archbishop said that ^^the blessing did 
not mean anything ;'' that is, it is not through the 
Pope's blessing that the Church approves of societies 
that seek it. The Pope sends his blessing with the 
same proviso that the old lady promised to pray for the 
election of a candidate for Congress: *Tf your elec- 
tion,'' she said, 'Vould help you to save your soul, I 
will pray for it.'* So the Pope blesses men on the 
implied condition that their aims will help to save 
their souls. He does not encourage warfare; he has 
no sympathy with the wanton slaughter of men and 
the destruction of property. He blesses fleets and 
armies, that those who compose them may show proper 
regard for the rights of property, and the sanctity of 
human life. 

He blesses people who ask it, without knowing th^n 
or their intentions, just as a gentleman returns a salu- 
tation from a stranger without compromising himself 
by the polite recognition of the stranger. When a 
Southerner expostulated with Washington for return- 
ing the salute of a Negro, Washington impatiently 
asked: "What, do you expect me to be less of a 
gentleman than the colored man?*' The poet says: 
^se every man after his desert, and who shall 'scape 
whipping? Use them after your own honor and dig- 
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nity. The less they deserve^ the more merit in yotir 
bounty/' 

The one thing certain about the Pope's interven- 
tion in the late trouble with Spain^ is that he used his 
good offices to induce the Queen Regent to yield to all 
of the President's demands, which she did, and thus 
tried to avert; a war between two friendly nations. 

While there is nothing but contradicted newspaper 
rumors that the Pope gave the blessing upon which 
the challenge of our loyalty is based, it would prove 
neither against his infallibility nor against Cath- 
olic loyalty, nor woidd it prove that the Pope 
had even made a mistake if he had given it. 
Spain was not the aggressor; she was on the de- 
fensive; her title to Cuba was as valid as the title of 
the XTnited States to the District of Columbia, and 
much more ancient. War was made upon her. There 
are, too, Protestants whose intelligence and patriotism 
are unquestionable who declared that the war was 
an unjust one, and still declare it so. "My country 
right or wrong," **Where the flag goes up it must never 
come down" are very catchy sayings; nevertheless, 
there is no false position that will justify man or 
nation in doing wrong. If Dr. Vernon claims that 
every man is his own Pope and ^'capable of declaring 
what shall be the rule of personal and national life," 
he is thereby inhibited from denying the Boman Pon- 
tiff some freedom of judgment and action. 

That the newspaper reports did not go "uncontra- 
dicted" is evident from the following, which appeared 
in all newspapers May 10, 1898: "Monsignor Mar- 
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iineU^ Apostolic Delegate^ Washington^ D. C. — Some 
journals^ especially English^ are diffusing insinuations 
with regard to the Holy See in the present Spanish- 
American conflict^ ns though the Holy See were tak- 
ing the part of one or other of the contending parties. 
It is superflnous to deny sncli foolish talk. The per- 
fectly {NToper attitude which the Holy See has main- 
tainedy and will maintain toward the nations^ being 
well known to all^ the Holy See having no other de- 
sire than that for peace. You may make such use 
of this as you deem opportune. M. Cardinal Bam- 
pola.** — ^Public Ledger. 

The assertion that the Pope recognized the South- 
em Oonfederacy, is only another illustration of the 
propensity to find crimes in the most praiseworthy 
actions of the Holy See. When a discussion 
arose in the Senate as to abolishing the United 
States Legation in Borne, a Senator from Indiana (we 
do not recall his name) advocated its abolition because, 
he alleged, the Pope had counselled us to lay down 
our arms when we were engaged in a death struggle, 
and when peace meant national suicide. In reply Sena- 
tor Buckalew, of Pennsylvania (a Protestant), said 
that the Pope had not given that counsel to the North 
alone; that he had at the same time counseled the 
South; that he intervened in the interests of peace 
when the issue of the war was extremely doubtful, 
when disaster after disaster had dimmed in Northern 
minds the hope of victory; that, as the representative 
of the Prince of Peace the Pope, at that time could 
say to both combatants with perfect propriety: 'Tut 
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thy sword into its scabbard, and the Ood of Peace will 
be with thee/' 

We have before us the whole correspondence on 
this question as copied from the archives in Washing- 
ton by M. I. J. Griffin, and published in the Records 
of the American Catholic Historical Society, Sep- 
tember, 1903, and there is not in it a scintilla of evi- 
dence to sustain this charge. 

The facts are these: Pius IX. wrote October 18, 
1862, to the Archbishops of New York and New Or- 
leans imploring them to exert their best efforts to 
bring about peace, saying that he beheld "with deep- 
est sorrow the slaughter, ruin, devastation and other 
innumerable and ever-to-be-deplored calamities; that 
he was offering fervent prayers to God that He would 
conciliate the minds of the combatants, pacify, re- 
concile, bring back the desired tranquility and peace.** 
He declared that he hoped North and South "would 
hearken to his words and comply with his paternal ad- 
monitions, as they plainly understand he was moved 
by no political reasons, no earthly considerations, but 
impelled solely by charity.*' It certainly was not a 
crime to pray God to restore peace to this country 1 

After learning of this letter, Jefferson Davis sent 
a letter expressive of "sincere and cordial apprecia- 
tion of the Christian charity by which your Holiness 
is actuated." The Pope made respectfid acknowledg- 
ment of this letter from the President of the Con- 
federacy. A bumptious commissioner interpreted the 
Pope*s letter as a "recognition** of the Confederacy. 
Judah P. Benjamin, Secretary of State, made known 
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in these words to Commissioner Mann his understand- 
ing of the Pope^s '^recognition'* of the Confederacy: 
''As a recognition of the Confederacy/* he wrote Feb- 
ruary 1, 1864, "we cannot attach to it the same value 
you do — a mere inferential recognition unconnected 
with political action or diplomatic relations, possess- 
ing none of the moral weight required for awaking 
the people, of the United States from their delusion 
that these States still remain members of the old 
Union/' He then continues: "The war now waged 
(by the North) is a foreign, not an intestine or civil 
war, as it is termed by the Pope. 'President of the 
Confederate States' is his (the Pope's) formula of 
politeness to his correspondent, and not a political 
recognition of a fact." 

While Catholics and Protestants divided, just as even 
brothers did, for or against secession, while the Be- 
bellion did not divide the Catholic Church, it did di- 
vide Protestant churches. 'While the Catholic Church, 
because she is universal, took sides with neither com- 
batant, the Protestant churches did; they divided on 
territorial lines; those in the South recognized the 
Confederacy. It was years after the war before the 
Southern and the Northern Presbyterian Churches, 
for example, were reunited. 

If the Pope recognized the Confederacy, if his ac- 
tion so completely dominated Catholics, why were the 
patriotic preachers silent when this Government was 
organizing regiments and brigades exclusively of Ca- 
tholics, and entrusting them to Catholic officers, even 
giving division and department commands to Catholic 
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generals? If what is alleged a^inst our loyalty is 
only half believed by the preachers, was not their 
silence daring the war treasonable ? Why is it they 
never ring the tocsin but in periods of profound peace? 

In the light of the fact that the Pope did not recog- 
nize the Confederacy; in the light of the well-known 
facts that a year and a half before the Pope's letter was 
written, England had recognized it on May 13, 1861, 
and that France had recognized it June 10, 1861, and 
that other nations had done likewise, look at this dia- 
tribe from our esteemed opponent: ^'When our Civil 
War was upon us and the nation was in peril, the 
infallible Pope was the only foreign ruler in the whole 
world who recognized the independence of the Con- 
federate Government. If there had been a Catholic 
President then, when the great Lincoln bore on his 
heart the burdens of a nation at war with itself, what 
would the results have been? Certainly something 
very different from what they were!** 

Certainly these Godly men cannot be the authors 
of the calumnies they utter against us! What un- 
scrupulous syndicate supplies and deceives them with 
the defamatory accusations they bring against us! 
Who are these conspirators against truth and justice? 

The lecturer falls into a glaring misstatement of 
a fact when, in speaking of the Pope, he substitutes 
the word "ruler** for the word "teacher,** and the 
word "dominating** for the world "teaching,** and the 
phrase "power to enforce his decisions and to control 
nations,** for supremacy in deciding the morality of 
issues. 
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Since the learned divine claims that every man is 
his own Pope and^ therefore^ competent to decide all 
personal and national questions^ it is hard to imagine 
just what degree of authority he himself exercises as 
a teacher in Israel. Let us, however, take for granted 
that in his Church he teaches ^'as one having author- 
ity;*' that he claims the right to lay down for his 
people the eternal principles of justice that must guide 
them in business; that he declares any departure from 
these principles will endanger their salvation. 

The supposition that he is the teacher of his con- 
gregation, does not involve the belief that he has the 
right to control and manage as he pleases the business 
affairs of his parishioners, to dominate them. So 
neither does the Pope, because he is their teacher, in- 
terfere in the domestic affairs of nations. When the 
Pope defines what is morally right or wrong in politics 
he neither arrogates to himself the right, nor has he 
the power, to enforce his decisions, to control and 
dominate nations. After delivering his decisions he 
simply says with his Divine Master: **He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear.*' 

After showing their contempt for the pretensions, 
ignorance and impotency of "the celibate, cloistered 
priest enthroned on the banks of the Tiber,'* who has 
not the power to ^^dominate'* even the city of Home, 
where he is mocked and hooted by the rabble as Jesus 
was in Jerusalem, what is the nightmare that makes 
these brave preachers dream of the Pope landing on 
our shores, brandishing two flaming swords and, sur- 
rounded by the cohorts of Satan, compelling the hosts 
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of the Lord in fear and tremWng to make their snb- 
mission to Anti-Christ? 

The lecturer proudly points to the shackles broken 
by the American chturches when they separated from 
the State churches of Europe, as a triumphant refuta- 
tion of the charge of inconsistency we brought against 
the protesting preachers who denounced union of State 
and Church in us as a crime, while they had neyer a 
word of condemnation of it in themsehres. If it is 
true that the American churches, simply because of 
their hatred of union of Church and State, separated 
from the State churches of the Old World, why did 
all the Protestant colonies establish union of Church 
and State in the New World? And why did they, as 
States, after the adoption of the Federal Constitution, 
maintain a union of Church and State which refused 
to recognize liberty of conscience, freedom of worship 
and political equality as among the inalienable rights 
of man? 

We also beg leave to call attention to this difference 
between the Church and the sects: In most cases 
union of Church and State was forced on the Cath- 
olic Church; with her it was a choice of the lesser 
of evils, and she was subsidized with a mite of the 
millions that the State had stolen from her; whereas, 
our opponents voluntarily established the union of 
Chtirch and State and derived support from the con- 
fiscated property of the Catholic Church, or from reve- 
nues the State collected from people of all creeds. 

'^n what logical inconsistency and self-stultifica- 
tion," exclaims our opponent, ''are Soman Catholic 
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scholars involyed who must maintain the infallibility 
of Urban YII.^ who condemned Galileo for teaching 
that the sun is the centre of the solar system I^' 

These pious ministers^ when it suits their purpose 
to make a hobgoblin out of the Pope, clothe him with 
a power and credit him with an ambition equal to 
Napoleon's. In like manner, when they wish to form- 
ulate an argument against infallibility, they make it so 
extensive that a mistake in the choice of a breakfast 
food destroys it. 

*We do not maintain that the Pope is infallible in 
anything but matters of faith and morals when teach- 
ing Ex Cathedra. If St. Peter in his day, had con- 
demned the heliocentric theory, and taught the ge- 
ocentric, his mistake would not prove anything against 
the fact that Christ gave to him the keys of the king- 
dom of heaven and clothed him with the power to bind 
and loose. We do not, however, admit that Urban VII. 
condemned Galileo for teaching the earth revolves 
around the sun. The facts in the case are these: 

In the beginning of the seventeenth century the 
learned, not only Catholics, but also Protestants, very 
generally rejected Galileo's theory, or at least refused 
to accept it because unproven. They nearly all 
held with Brother Jasper, "The sun do move.'* 
Milton did not accept the theory that the earth 
revolves around the sun. Lord Bacon, Macau- 
lay says, rejected it with scorn. The Lutheran Uni- 
versity of Tubingen condemned Kepler, a minister, 
as a heretic for teaching it. He was afterwards, 
Protestant though he was, received in a Catholic col- 
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lege as a professor of astronomy^ notwithstanding his 
"heresy/* If error in this respect would prove any- 
thing, it would be as detrimental to the claims of the 
Protestant as non-Catholics make it against the Cath- 
olic Church. At that time they were nearly all in the 
same scientific boat. Men had not as yet discovered 
they were laboring under an optical illusion when they 
thought the sun moved. 

Eighty years before Galileo, Copernicus taught in 
Some that the earth revolves around the sun and while 
doing so enjoyed, not only the friendship of the ec- 
clesiastical authorities, but also a pension from the 
Pope. One hundred years before Galileo was bom, 
Nicholas Cusanus taught the heliocentric theory, and 
notwithstanding this was created a Cardinal. 

These facts go to show that Galileo was condemned 
for something else than teaching the revolution of 
the earth as an hypothesis. The reasons for his con- 
demnation were these: He insisted that he had dem- 
onstrated his theory; that he could prove it from the 
Scriptures, when it was generally thought their teach- 
ings were repugnant to his theory, and that he de- 
manded the Churches endorsement of his discovery. 
He was neither imprisoned nor tortured; silence only 
was imposed upon him lest his agitation of what was 
regarded then as a novelty might disturb the faith of 
the simple. 

Let us take as an illustration the question, so often 
discussed in our day, whether Mars is inhabited or 
not. So long as this subject is discussed as a ptirely 
scientific question, and only scientific reasons are ad- 
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vanced pro and con^ the Church will never mterfeare 
with its agitation. 'The earth hath the Lord delirered 
up to the discussion of men.'' Should^ however^ an 
enthusiastic advocate of the habitation of Mars boldly 
proclaim that he had discovered human beings on the 
planet; that he could confirm his discovery by texts of 
Scripture, but that the Bible showed that the inhabi- 
tants of Mars were not redeemed by the Saviour of 
the world, the Church might impose silence upon him, 
(1) because he was unable to satisfy others that there 
were Martians, (2) because his use of the Scriptures 
was very questionable, and (3) because his agitation 
was likely to disturb prevalent notions of the Saviour. 

Such action would not imply opposition to the theory 
itself upon the part of the Church; it would simply 
mean that the Martian shoidd be produced, and that 
the Church should be permitted to determine his 
theological status. 

Our opponent founds an argument against infid- 
libility, (confounding it with impeccabiUty) on the fact 
that there have been at times rival claimants to the 
Papacy; that there were at times two Popes, who de- 
nounced and excommunicated each other; that a Pope 
was deposed. 

Granting all this, it follows there was only a dis- 
pute as to the lawful succession, but none as to tiie 
prerogatives of the Papacy itself. The very contest- 
ants themselves agreed as to what were the powers 
and obligations of the office. As well might he argue 
that the Hayes-Tilden contested election proved that 
the claimants and the American people did not know. 
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or did not agree as to what are the prerogatives of the 
President of the United States. 

If in that ease the Democrats had refused to ac- 
cept the decision of the Electoral Commission; if they 
had by violence endeavored to prevent the inaugura- 
tion of Hayes; if both claimants had taken the oath 
of office and proceeded to execute its duties; if rival 
governments had been established at New York and 
Washington; and if a war had ensued between the two 
Presidents; and finally if Congress had deposed both of 
them, and in order to restore tranquillity and 
to secure an orderly administration of affairs, 
had elected another President, the legality of 
whose acts would not be questionable, would all these 
prove anything against the character of the Presidency 
or weaken confidence in the acts of the occupant of 
the office when the legitimacy of his election was 
not clouded with doubt? 

Again, he argues that the crimes committed under 
the Papacy discredit the Church as a teacher of truth. 
Well, if in other centuries as many lies were told of 
the Papacy as are told in this, we can afford to dis- 
count them largely. As well might he argue that the 
isms and the crimes of this country prove that this is 
not a government of law and order. Satan was active 
in Paradise; so is he in the Church. "It needs be 
that scandals come.*' 'The gates of hell,** Christ says, 
"shall not prevail against her,** but they will, never- 
theless, cause much trouble and scandal. 

He falls into another error when, assuming that the 
first duty of Catholics is to the Pope, that therefore 
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they may at some time be brought into conflict with 
the laws of their country, should ever the Pope and 
the Sepublic differ as to any national or international 
issue. How about first duty to God ? As one or other 
combatant must be in the wrong, could a citizen in 
obedience to God refuse to obey the State? 

There is never any first or second or third obliga- 
tion when authority is lawfully exercised, and our 
superior confines himself to his legitimate sphere. The 
father can and must at the same time discharge his 
obligations to his children, his country, and his church. 
While a man's obligation to God is in its nature the 
highest, it never, however, interferes with the dis- 
charge of his duties to his child or his country. On 
the contrary, he would fail in his duty to God 
did he neglect to discharge his obligations to his family 
or to the State. While the Catholic's obligation to 
the Church is higher in its nature than his ob- 
ligation to the State, he would be false to his 
religion if he failed in his duty to the government. 
No man is justified in robbing Peter to pay Paid, in 
giving alms while neglecting to pay his debts. While 
holding with the Apostles that ^Ve must obey God 
rather than man,'' we contend the more faithful the 
Catholic is in observing the teachings of the Church, 
the more loyal he must be to the State. 

Otir learned professor of theology falls foul of all 
New Testament ideas of the Chtirch of Christ He 
draws a striking contrast between our idea of the 
the Christian religion and his own. Of us he says: 
^^With absolute indifference to modem progress, this 
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stream of mediaevalism has projected itself into our 
American lif e^ and is fighting to maintain its outgrown 
and outworn anachronisms by an appeal to a foreign 
court on the banks of the Tiber/' Of Christians who 
share his views he says: '^We have kept pace with 
modem progress^ have accepted and have adapted new 
truths to the kingdom of Ood/' 

If these statements mean anything they mean that 
men to-day^ through scientific discoveries and Biblical 
criticism, are in a better position to understand and put 
in practice the message of Christ, are better Christians 
than the unlettered, unscientific Galileans who listened 
to Jesus Himself; that we have discovered new truths 
of which they were ignorant, and, consequently, that 
we enjoy advantages in working out our salvation 
which those who hung on the lips of Christ did not. 

We shall let Lord Macaulay, in his review of Bankers 
''History of the Popes,'* express what we think of "new 
truths'' and ''the progress of mankind" in religious 
knowledge. "As to the great question of what be- 
comes of the soul after death, we do not see," he 
says, "that a highly educated European is more likely 
to be right than a Blackfoot Indian. Not one of the 
sciences," he says, "in which we surpass the Black- 
foot Indians throws the smallest light on the state of 
the soul after death. Bevealed religion is not a pro- 
gressive science. All divine truth, according to the 
doctrine ' of the Protestant churches, is recorded in 
certain books. It is equally open to all who in any 
age can read these books; nor can all the discoveries of 
dl the philosophers of the world add a single line to 
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any of these books. It is plain^ therefore, that in 
divinity there can be no progress. A Christian of the 
fifth century with a Bible is on a par with a Christian 
of the ninteenth century. None of the discoveries 
throws any light on whether man is justified by faith 
alone. 

^^Sir Thomas More was a man of eminent talents. 
He had all the information on the subject (Transub- 
stantiation) that we have or that while the world lasts, 
any human being can have. The text, This is My 
Body/ was in his New Testament as it is in ours. »We 
are, therefore, unable to understand why what Sir 
Thomas More believed respecting Transubstantiation, 
may not be believed to the end of time by men equal 
in abilities and honesty to Sir Thomas More.'' 

Human progress cannot affect or change Divine Re- 
velation. The Gospel was as complete and intelligible 
when preached by fishermen in Judea, as when studied 
by savants in America. It is adapted to the under- 
standing of the peasant as well as of the philosopher. 
It is precisely the same in the twentieth century that 
it was in the first. The man who '%as never seen 
America'' is as likely to understand it correctly as the 
globe trotter. The Pope on the banks of the Tiber has, 
according to Dr. Vernon himself, the same authority 
to interpret it that the preacher on the banks of the 
Schuylkill has: for does he not say every man is his 
own Pope? To say the least, then, the Pope is as 
likely to interpret the Bible correctly as Dr. Vernon. 

When our reverend antagonist speaks of the Pope 
as **a foreigner who never saw America," does he f or- 
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get that Christ Himself would thus be considered a 
foreigner? When he speaks of ^'new truths accepted 
and adapted to the kingdom of Qod,^ has he lost sight 
of the verse, ^^If any man shall add unto these things, 
Ood shall add unto him all the plagues written in this 
kookr 

Again, this the<4ogian says: ^^ith the primitiye, 
apostolic, pure Catholic Church I have no ccmtroversy; 
but with the corrupt, deformed, secularized Boman 
Church, mongrel of sacred Christian superstitions and 
pagan rites, * * * with this misnamed and mis- 
shapen Boman Catholic Church I have a controversy." 

This implies, if it does not openly assert, that the 
Church of Christ failed, became corrupt in teaching 
truth and morality; that, consequently, Christians were 
for centuries left without a guide; that the blind led 
the blind, and that both fell into the pit. 

What, then, became of Christ^s promises: *T. am with 
you all days,** ^T. will send the Holy Ghost, the spirit 
of truth, to teach you all truth and to recall all things 
whatsoever I have have commanded," ^TJpon this rock I 
shall build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against her?" 

If these promises failed, then Christ commanded 
men to believe error, to engage in pagan worship when, 
forseeing this corruption of the Church, He said: ^^e 
who hears you hears Me, and he that despises you 
despises Me," and ^^e that will not hear the Church, 
let him be to thee as the heathen and the publican," 
'^e that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; he 
that is not shall be damned." 
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These commands were given to all men of all cen- 
tnies and of all countries. There was never an age or 
a country in which they were to be suspended. If, 
then, there ever was "a primitive, ^postoliq^ pure 
Catholic Church,** she must ever have remained such 
in teaching faith and morals; for if she became corrupt 
in morality and doctrine, paganized in worship, then 
Christ's promises failed, then Christ was a false pro- 
phet, then Christ was a blasphemer, as the priests and 
Pharisees charged, because *T)eing only a man. He 
made Himself God*' in promises which only God could 
fulfill and which He did not, according to Dr. Vernon. 

Our opponent's notion of the Church is very different 
from that which Protestant professors have discovered 
in the writings of the Fathers of the third century. 
The Kev. John W. Nevin (German Beformed) in an 
article on St. Cyprian, published in the '^Mercersburg 
Eeview" forty years ago, drew a striking contrast be- 
tween this saint's idea of the Church and that enter- 
tained generally by non-Catholics. This truly learned 
divine likened St. Cyprian's Church to a pyramid that, 
had its foundations in heaven and its apex touching the 
earth, and the Protestant idea of the Church to a 
pyramid whose foundations rested on the earth and 
whose apex reached toward the sky. 

According to St. Cyprian, the Church is "the Holy 
City coming down out of heaven from God, adorned as 
a bride to meet her husband," as St. John describes her. 
St. Paul says: *That Christ loved the Church and de* 
livered Himself up for it, * * * that He might 
present it ♦ ♦ ♦ a glorious Church, not having 
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spot or wrinkle^ or any such thing, but that it should 
be whole and without blemish.^' City of OodI Eternal 
Beauty I Thou art ever ancient and always new I 

In contrast with this Church of Christ, men of the 
best intentions, like those who erected the Tower of 
Babel, have labored to erect a Christian Church on 
their notions of '%ew truths accepted and adapted to 
the kingdom of God,** aided by '^modern progress*' and 
^Hhe best Christian scholarship.*' It is no wonder 
that there is in this man-made Church a confusion of 
teachings like the confusion of tongues of old, so that 
no man knows what his neighbor belieyes any more 
than of old a man understood what his neighbor said: 
a Church in which "every man is his own Pope, and de- 
claring by his free ballot what shall be the rule of 
national and personal life in America.** ^^any men 
of many minds** lead to many churches of many kinds. 

The learned doctor*8 conception of the Church of 
Christ is that of a man-made institution, not a Ood- 
made one. He is so sure that he could build a church for 
us, that he does not hesitate to outline the plans of an 
American Catholic Church and nominate its Pope. He 
assures us if we only subscribe to his formula of faith 
and accept his proposed church that our loyally will 
cease to be an object of suspicion, and that our fellow- 
citizens will go to sleep confident that we shall not turn 
traitors during the night; and that henceforth and 
forever we shall escape the insinuations and accusa- 
tions which so annoyed us in the past. . 

Without knowing it, perhaps, the learned doctor*s 
proposition to nationalize the Church of Christ, to es- 
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tablish an American Catholic Church, is pure paganism. 
It is the old pagan idea that subjects should be bound 
to the State by the double ties of patriotkm and re- 
ligion; that the inhabitants of a comitry should be of 
the same religion as its ruler; that the ]^peror should 
also be Highpriest — ^Imperator et Pontifix Maximus. 

The Chtirch of Christ, on the contrary, ki not 
national, but universal, world-wide. Christ com- 
manded His Apostles to '^go into the whole world and 
teach the Oospel to every creature,'* to "teach aU 
nations,'* for all time. *'I am with you all days, even 
to the end of the world.'* The Chtirch of Christ over- 
leaps the boundaries of nations; it takes no account ot 
different forms of government, except to insist that 
subjects shall loyally support them. It is equally at 
home under a President, a King, an Emperor or a 
Sultan; and it matters not whether the ruler be Jew or 
Gentile, Christian or Mohammedan, whether he be 
Catholic or Protestant, ^^t is all thii^,'' like the 
Apostle, 'Ho all men, to save all,** because it is uni- 
versal, not national. 

It is strange that otir learned opponent never gets a 
glimpse of himself as we see him; that it never occurs 
to him that he asks us to believe what he proposes, 
to do what he suggests and to foreswear what he de- 
nounces. It is strange that it never occurs to him, 
in framing for us an American Catholic Church 
that he out-Popes the Pope, who has never asked us 
to abandon the Church Christ built upon the rock. 
He tells us that we can enjoy the full confidence of 
our f eOow-dtizens only by conforming to his politico- 
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religious standard of loyalty; that our right of private 
judgment, our liberty of conscience, otir freedom of 
worship, our political equality can be attained only 
by cutting away from that dangerous fordgn domi- 
nation; in a word, that none of us can erer hope to 
be President until he turns Protestant. 

When this venerable servant of Ood in pathetic 
tones tells of his inexpressible longing for fellowship 
and his desire to lead us upon his platform, he scarcely 
realizes the enormity and the folly of the sin from our 
point of view, he invites us to commit when he asks us 
to cut loose from the Pope. 

He scarcely realizes that he invites us to cut our- 
selves off from the Vine, and thus spiritually wither 
and die like branches separated from the parent stem, 
in which alone is life. 

He scarcely realizes that he invites us to stray from 
the one fold and the One Shepherd, and become the 
prey of ravening wolves. 

He scarcely realizes that he invites us to leave the 
Church founded upon a rock, and throw ourselves into 
the raging torrents from '^the gates of hell,^* that surge 
against the Church, in the hope that desjnte the danger 
of these angry tides> we can reach the platform he has 
erected, upon which alone patriotism and religion 
live. 

He scarcely realizes that he invites us to commit 
religious suicide when he asks us to cut the head from 
the body; "for in one Spirit (we) were all baptized into 
one body.^* As there is, as St. Paul says^ "one body and 
one Spirit, one Lord> one faith, one baptism, one Ood 
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and Father of all/' so we have believed and have known 
that there can be but one true Church, and that 
Church existed and that we were members of it before 
he erected *% platform^' or conceived the ^'American 
Catholic Church.'* 

Alluring as are his promises, valuable as are the 
considerations, highly as we appreciate the esteem and 
friendship of our fellow-citizens and Christians, as 
much as we desire to give them pledges of our loyalty; 
we find it impossible to gratify his ^'inexpressible long- 
ing for f ellowsip with his Catholic brethren'' on the 
terms he proposes, the acceptance of an American 
Catholic Church and the abandonment of the Catholic 
Chtirch of all ages and nations. 

Dr. Vernon's offer to compensate us for ^'cutting 
loose from the Pope," for abandoning ''the misnamed, 
misshapen Boman Catholic Church," is too serious and 
solemn a proposition to be laughed at. Notwithstand- 
ing the gravity and the friendship with which it is 
made, we detect some resemblance between it and the 
proposition that a Souper made in 1847 to a half-wit- 
ted, famine-stricken Irishman. 

The Souper offered to pay him well for turning 
Protestant, and the Irishman resolved to make as good 
a bargain as possible. He presented the Souper with 
the following bill of sale: 
For giving up the three theological virtues. . . . £0.9.6 

For giving up the seven deiidly sins 1.3.2 

For giving up the Ten Commandments 2.5.7 

For giving up the seven sacraments S.4.5 

For giving up the Twelve Apostles. 4.0.0 
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For giving up the Blessed Virgin 6.0.0 

For giving np the Unity and Trinity of Ood. . . 4.6.9 
For giving up the Incarnation, death and resur- 
rection of the Saviour 5.8.4 

For giving up my hope of salvation 6.2.3 

Total £32.0.6 

Our entrance into ^^the American Catholic Church/' 
which Dr. Vernon has projected as the safeguard of 
our loyalty, would involve the abandonment of ''that 
primitive, apostolic, pure Catholic Church with which 
he has no controversy/' which the promises of the 
Church assure us still exist. We shall not, therefore, 
forsake the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic and Boman 
Church, against which the gates of hell cannot prevail, 
for the honor of standing on that platform he has 
constructed of ''modem progress,'' of "the best Biblical 
scholarship," and of new truths which he has accepted 
and adapted to the kingdom of Ood." 
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THE PREACHERS^ PROTESTS. 

LECTURE THREE. 



A hasty reading of the Bey. Dr. Vernon's first lec- 
ture^ Bhowed that he had attempted to refute our 
reply to the preachers' protests against the President's 
denunciation of bigotry^ without haying read a full and 
correct report of it. In order to avoid a similar mis^ 
take^ we elicited from him the information that the 
reports of his lecture were substantially correct^ that 
he had relied on uncontradicted newspaper rumors for 
some of his charges against the Fope^ and on assertions 
of Dollinger and Gladstone for others. 

This was all the information we solicited. It was 
sufficient to enable us to reply intelligently to his 
lecture, and this was all we proposed to do. Along 
with the desired inf ormation, however, came three 
questions which so far have not been answered, because 
they were not relevant, and because it was impossible 
to crowd replies to them into a lecture whose main 
purpose was to repel the suspicion of disloyalty which 
the preachers' protests, and our esteemed opponent's 
lectmre endeavored to cast upon Catholics. 

In his second lecture. Dr. Yemon makes much ado 
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about our failure to answer his questions^ and accounts 
for it by asserting that we ''spoke without knowledge;'' 
that ''the questions would embarrass our argument/^ 
would compromise us by forcing us^ to use a common 
expression^ to "let the cat out of the bag/^ Our answer 
this eTenii^; will show whether his explanntion is cor- 
rect or not. 

'^What authority have you for saying that the Metho- 
dist Ministers' Meeting had spoken on the subject of 
the President's attitude ? I know nothing of that kind, 
but personally held back a movement in that direction, 
to preyent an unseendy discussion/' 

From this it is evident that the numbering of the 
Methodist ministers among the protesting preachers 
was at most oidy premature; that in so far as it was, 
an apology is due for any injury done them. Credit 
is now given to our opponent for having "held back 
a movement in that direction, to prevent an unaeendy 
discussion/' In self-defense we may say our misunder- 
standing of a newspaper notice of the ministers' meet- 
ing, at no time seems to have done violence to the 
actual sentiments of the Methodist ministers whose 
mc^^ment in that direction, (the denimciation of the 
Preaideiit's letter) Dr. Vernon "held back in order to 
prevent an unseemly discusi^on." Nor does (their 
enumeration among the protesting preadbiers seem to 
have any possible bearing on the question of Catholic 
lojully. 

"What authority have you for saying that an Epis- 
copalian is a member of the Church of which the Stog 
ol England is the headi^ 
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We only said that the Episcopal Church in this 
countiy is a daughter of the Anglican Church. An 
argument based^ not on a f aet^ bat on a supposition 
was used by way of illustration to show^ if the argu- 
ment of the preachers against the President was Talid, 
how much more danger there was in electing an Epis- 
copdian as President than a Catholic It was made 
plain that no reflection was cast upon the loyalty of 
any non-Catholic in using the argumentum ad homi- 
nem. 

'^hat authority haye you for declaring that the 
Pope is a prisoner in the Vatican V^ A prisoner is one 
'confined in a prison, whose liberty is forcibly re- 
strained/ '^ 

Neither has this question any bearing on Catholic 
loyalty. Catholics owe the Pope the same obedience 
whether he be confined in chains in the Mamertine 
Prison^ or whether he be^ as our antagonist delights 
to picture him> enthroned amid the lightnings of 
Olympus^ hurling the thunderbolts of Jove. When St. 
Peter was in prison^ the faithful prayed incessantly 
for him. So our attention would be douUy riyeted 
on the Pope when he suffers for truth and justice. We 
would then obey him not only from duty, but also from 
sympathy. Calling him "Prisoner of the Vatican,'* was 
not intended to minimize that infiuence which the 
preachers fear will some day make Catholics disloyal; 
it rather intensifies it, and thus gives the learned 
doctor additional reason for decrying it. Hence call- 
ing the Pope "Prisoner of the Vatican,*' would increase 
our ^'embarrassmenf * rather than enable us to escape 
it. 
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While we now intend to answer the question fnlly^ 
we rejoice that an earlier reply was not given it. It 
affords us real pleasure to witness the enjoyment and 
triumph^ short-lived though they may prove, which 
Dr. Vernon has derived from our failure to answer 
it hitherto. What delight his hearers and readers must 
have felt in witnessing the magnificient exhibition of 
literary pyrotechnics he gave in the following para- 
graphs: 

^The good priest fails to answer my question as 
to his authority for saying that /the Pope is a 
prisoner/ In asking the question, I said: T have 
visited the Vatican and found all doors open — ^no 
guards but those stationed by the Pope himself to 
protect his liberties. The Pope may drive in the 
streets of Bome at will; take a train when he 
pleases; travel as far and as long as he wishes; 
return at his own option,, and dwell in any house 
that suits his taste. That, my brother, is a kind 
of prison life that does not fit any definition of 
''prisoner'' that I have been able to find, and I 
would highly appreciate one from you fitting the 
case.' I knew it was an awful question for him; 
that it went to the very heart of things at a 
delicate moment. I felt it almost cruel to ask it, 
but where were his wits when he made the state- 
ment? I know very well the only answer he can 
make, and silence is his most discreet course just 
now, if only I should be silent, but I will not. 

'Tor nearly forty years the Pope has been pos- 
ing before the civilzed world as a prisoner. Why do 
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not Catholics rise and set him free? Does any 
one know of a movement in that direction among 
all their millions? Does any Catholic dare lift 
his hand for that purpose ? The navies and armies 
of the world wonld feel the shock if he did. No 
nation has ever dared to propose to offer assist- 
ance, or even suggest it. Not a single statesman 
in any country has dared lift up his voice for it; 
that would be 'suicide/ indeed. Why? The Pope 
would be content with a territory half as large 
as the District of Columbia, to begin with, but 
the Catholics dare not propose to buy it, for no 
nation would sell to them for that purpose at ten 
times the market value. Why? Popes have 
reigned in different parts of the world, but no 
nation has invited, or would consent to the Pope 
now holding his court within its bounds, in a dis- 
trict however small, over which he claimed juris- 
diction.'* 

It is the learned professor himself that has placed 
these paragraphs, the one immediately after the other. 
We coxdd not be ''crueP enough to place these glaring 
contradictions so close together. These paragraphs 
afford an illustration of the confusion that reigns in 
his lecture. In one sentence, the Pope is described 
as the freest and the most formidable factor in the 
world, while in the next he is represented as the most 
repressed and negligible factor on earth. 

Let us see whether or not the Pope is a prisoner 
A King may abdicate; he may even waive the rightf 
of his family to the throne, may relinquish in his own 
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name and in the name of his heirs^ all claims to the 
kingdom^ because the right is his own. The Pope 
cannot do so. He has no personal claim to temporal 
power. He is King only when in office; he cannot^ 
therefore, by any act deprive his successors of their 
right to the Patrimony of Peter. The Papal States 
were given to Qod for the benefit of religion. Semel 
oblatum Deo, semper oblatum. The Pope is only their 
administrator. They were originally given to secure 
the independence of the Holy See, and for the benefit 
of the Church throughout the world. These States 
were held by the Church in virtue of a title older and 
more valid than that which any royal house in the 
world has. They were also held in the name of religion 
for God. They were, therefore, sacred. Any aliena- 
tion or spoliation of them was not only an injustice, 
but also a sacrilege, to which the Pope cannot by any 
word or act consent, or which he cannot condone. 

When the Piedmontese seized the States of the 
Church, they not only committed an act of injustice by 
depriving their rightful sovereign of possession of 
them, but they also commited a sacrilege by robbing 
religion of what piety had given God. 

That these are facts, and were recognized as such 
by the invaders, is evident from the Law of Papal 
Guarantees, which promises to the Holy See posses- 
sion of the Leonine City, the independence of the Pope, 
and provided an annual appropriation of 2,000,000 
lire ($400,000), as some compensation for what the 
invaders had stolen from the Church. 
. When Victor Emmanuel's army entered Bome, Sep- 
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twuber 20^ ISTO^ there entered with it hordes of the 
malcontents, of the Anarchists and atheists not only 
of Italy but of all Europe. The occupation of Borne 
was not so much a pditical mote as an anti-religious 
demonstration. No sooner had the army taken pos- 
session of the Eternal City, than the hordes of outlaws 
who accompanied it insisted that every one, no matter 
what his convictions might be, should hunfah for 
Victor Emmanuel and flluminate his house in honor 
of the spoilation of the Papacy, or have it ransacked 
and himself stillettoed or shot if he did not. These 
outlaws forced religious houses and ecclesiiastical col- 
leges to do likewise, or be subjected to the same 
violence. All this goes to show what ^liberty'* was 
allowed its citizens when *TRome was emancipated,** 
as they say, "from the tyranny of the Papacy.** It 
goes to show, too, what the plebescite or vote of 
approval was worth when the election urns were in 
possession of these ruffians. 

So much in sympathy with these ruffians are the 
politicians and officials of the usurping government, 
so great is the immunity which these outlaws enjoy, 
that they have felt at liberty and have been permitted 
to insult the Holy Father in every possible way — ^in 
speeches, in vile books, in outrageous cartoons and cari- 
catures, in irreligious demonstrations So lost to every 
sense of propriety and decency were these Anarchists 
and atheists, that they attacked the funeral procession 
of Pius IX. Today, after five years, the remains of 
Leo XIII. have not yet been consigned to their last 
resting place because these ruffians threaten to sei«e 
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and profane them when carried from St. Peter's to St. 
John Lateran, and because the government does not 
feel able or disposed to protect them. 

If the remains of dead Popes cannot unmolested be 
carried to the grave through the streets of Bome, who 
can assert that a live Pope may go about the city as 
he pleases and not be made the victim of insufferable 
indignities and violence ? 

Great as are the physical dangers to which the Pope 
would expose himself in leaving the Vatican^ the moral 
difficulties in the way of his doing so are even greater, 
though Dr. Vernon may not be able to appreciate • 
them. Bome belongs to the Pope. In '70 he was driven 
from the Quirinal; the King of Italy has occupied 
that palace and held possession of Bome since. 

No man with a sense of justice could become the 
guest of him who robbed him of his home, and thus 
condone the theft. No man of virtue and honor 
could become the guest of the paramour of his wife, 
and thus condone the adultery. No man of piety could 
become the guest of him who robbed the Church, and 
thus condone the sacrilege. 

If it were safe for the Pope to go about the streets 
of Bome (and it is not), it would be as morally im- 
possible for him to do so without condoning, even 
approving of the crimes heretofore mentioned, as it 
was morally impossible for St. Peter to touch the 
money Simon Magus offered for the power to impose 
hands, without condoning the sin of simony. The 
appropriations made by the Law of Papal Guarantees, 
in compensation for the loss suffered by the Church 
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in the spoliation of the patrimony of Peter, amount 
today, principal and interest, to more than $25,000,000, 
and yet no Pope has touched the money, or ever will 
touch it, simply hecause it is morally impossible for 
him to do so. Non possumus, answered Pins IX. 

The Pope is physically and morally a prisoner in 
the Vatican, is our answer to Dr. Vernon's "awful 
question, that goes to the very heart of things; that 
was cruel to ask, but where were his (our) wits when 
he said the Pope is a prisoner in the Vatican? I knew 
the only answer he (we) could make, and silence is 
his (our) most discreet course just now, if I only would 
be silent, but I will not.'* 'The children of this world 
are wiser in their generation than the children of 
lighf The preachers, no doubt, would find a way 
to touch the $25,000,000 and walk about the streets 
of Bome without doing violence to their conscience! 

Our honorable antagonist, in his second lecture, does 
not retract the unfounded assertion made in his first, 
that the Catholic Church holds that the marriages of 
PfTotestants ''are nothing snore than filthy concu- 
binages." He simply ignores all that was said in flat 
contradiction of this misstatement. It was certainly 
incumbent upon him to retract or to prove so grave 
a charge, when questioned by even such a tyro in theo- 
logy as ourself. ^We unequivocally stated that the 
Church holds that all marriages among the baptized, 
whether Protestant or Catholic, are holy sacraments; 
that marriages among pagans, the unbaptized, are 
lawful, honorable and life-long contracts. We say to 
him: Prove your assertion or retract it. 
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Nor doelB he retract his assertion that the Pope 
blessed the Spanish fleet and army m their late struggle 
with the United States, though we showed that ^he 
uncontradicted newspaper reports/' upon which he 
relied, were most emphatically contradicted by the 
Apostolic Delegate and the Papal Secretary of State. 
. In the face of this evidence he reasserts the calumny, 
and also goes on to play with the word 'T}lessing.'' 
He then puts in our mouth a meaning of the word 
which finds place only in his own. 

After quarreling with the Pope for haying;, as 
alleged, given his blessing, with great satisfaction he 
shows that it ever proves a curse to him who receives 
it. Then he takes for granted that every Catholic 
power went to war with the Pope's blessing upon it, 
and that every Protestant power iwith the Pope's 
curse against it. He then enumerates all the disas- 
trous defeats of Catholic nations, as in his infallible 
opinion, attributable to nothing else than the Pope's 
blessing, and all the signal victories of Protestant 
nations as attributable to nothing else but the Pqpe's 
curse. 

To show how reckless this reliable historian is in 
parading his assumptions as facts, in trying to help 
his argument that the Pope must have sided with the 
defeated party, and against the victorious one, it is 
only necessary to study the history of the battle of 
Sadowa, which he cites as a striking example of his 
theory of how the Pope's Hessings and curses work 
at cross purposes. History tells us that the victory 
was due to the fact that the Prussians had long-range. 
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rapid-firing gons^ while the Anstrians had not. Austria 
at the time was menacing Pins IX. And yet Dr. 
Yemon, servant of the Prince of Peace, chiuges to 
the blessing of God the slaughter of 50,000 men, not 
to speak of the wounded, in the battle of Sadowa. 

The made-to-hand history of our veracious opponent, 
is shown to be the work of his imagination by the 
little and, no doubt, in the estimation of this professor 
of ethics, unimportant fact that the Pope never curses 
any one or any cause; that he is the Vicar of Him who 
said: ^less them that curse you, pray for them that 
persecute and calumniate you.^' 

'*Who,'' we hear this champion of war and blood- 
shed ask, '% so brazen as to deny that the Pope 
curses his enemies, when all the world knows he is 
constantly fulminating excommunicantions i^ainst 
themr 

The excommunication of a public sinner is no more 
a cursing of hfan than the isolation of a plague-stricken 
patient is a killing of him. The former is to prevent 
the spread of bad example and to bring about the 
correction of the wrongdoer, while the latter is to 
prevent the spread of pestilence and effect the cure 
of its victim. In excommunicating the incestuous 
Corinthian, St. Paul says: ^T have judged him that 
hath done so. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of 
the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.*' Again the Apostle says to- 
Timothy: ''Having faith and good conscience which 
some rejecting, have made shipwreck concerning the 
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f aith^ of whom are Hymenens and Alexander^ whom 
I have delivered up to Satan that they may learn not 
to blaspheme/' And again he says: ^T. rejoice not 
that I have made you sorrowful^ but that I have made 
you sorrowful unto repentance/' 

Nor has he retracted his charge that the Pope 
recognized the Confederacy^ although we showed him 
that Senator Buckalew, a Protestant^ successfully de- 
fended in Congress, the Pope against it; and that the 
Confederate Secretary of State, Judah P. Benjamin, 
a Jew, and the ablest lawyer and most accomplished 
diplomat of his day, was unable to discover any recog- 
nition in the Pope's 'Tdlr. President," saw in it only 
''a formula of politeness to his correspondent." The 
Secretary of State of the Confederacy was as able and 
as anxious to see a recognition in the Pope's letter, as 
this Methodist minister is eager gratuitously to mis- 
represent it. Mr. Benjamin had no motive for mini- 
mizing the Pope's letter, while Mr. Vernon has shown 
prejudice enough to distort its meaning. He says: 
''Concerning the recognition of the Confederacy (we) 
the lecturer concludes the recognition was only 'a 
polite note.'" We never concluded any such thing. 
We, he very well knows, quoted Mr. Benjamin as saying 
that " 'Mr. Presidenf was only his (the Pope's) formula 
of politeness to his correspondent." We then quoted 
the argument of the Secretary of State of the Confed- 
eracy, to prove that the Pope's letter lacked every 
element of a recognition. 

He complains that we did not cite "all the authorities 
in the case." Unfortunately for him we did not, but 
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we shall do so now, and show that his ^Srant of know- 
ledge of American histor/' cannot be explained or 
excused ''on the ground of his foreign relationship 
and interest/' 

The Pope's letter in the interests of peace was not 
addressed to either combatant; it was addressed to 
Archbishop Hnghes and to Archbishop Odin, the one 
of New York, the other of New Orleans. If it were a 
recognition of the Souths it must therefore also have 
been a recognition of the North. How was it, then, 
that Archbishop Hnghes did not see in it, as the pro- 
fessor pretends to do, a recognition of the Sonth? 
How was it that President Lincoln sent, after he had 
fallen under the malign influence of the Pope's recog- 
nition. Archbishop Hughes and Thurlow Weed to 
Europe, in the interests of the United States? How 
could the Archbishop act in direct opposition to the 
Pope's recognition? And how was it that the 
preachers, the pastor of York Street Church among 
them, did not cry out when ''our soldiers receiyed a 
slap in the face from across the seas" from the Pope? 

Our mind-reader is ready with an explanation why 
Hughes, Lincoln, Buckalew, Benjamin and eyen the 
protesting preachers themselves, did not recognize the 
"recognition," "It was," he says, "of the Delphic 
oracle kind, that might be interpreted either way as 
the final result would warrant. If the Confederacy 
had succeeded, the Catholics trumpets would haye 
proclaimed it to the ends of the world, as the result of 
the interposition of the Holy Father; but since the 
Confederacy failed, it is nothing more than 'a polite 
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note/ But the Confederacy was stimulated by it, and 
the Union forces felt that they had received a slap on 
the face from across the sea/' If the recognition was 
''of the Delphic oracle kind,'' and if the enumeration 
was made complete, our doctor of diyinity should also 
have said : 'The success of the Union forces has been 
proclaimed by Catholic trumpets to the ends of the 
world, as the result of the interposition of the Holy 
Father. The Washington OoTemment was stimulated 
by it, but the Confederate forces felt that they bad 
received a slap in the face from across the seas." 

On studying the professor's efforts to escape, we are 
forced to conclude that he is himself much more of a 
Delphic oracle than a Daniel, and the words come 
unbidden to oux lips: ''Wherefore, manl thou art 
inexcusable, for wherein thou judgest another thou 
condemnest thyself." 

The motive of the Pope in recognizing the Confed- 
eracy was, he said in his first lecture, "to humble the 
proud Protestant nation of the West." The South was 
Protestant in the sense that the North was. The 
South was more intensely Protestant than the North. 
In the South, Knownothingism had its origin in the 
slaveholders' hatred of free white labor. Louisville 
had been the scene of a more barbarous massacre of 
defenseless Catholics, than any massacre of colon- 
ists by the Indians. In the South was slavery, which 
the Church condemned. The struggle was then be- 
tween two Protestant combatants, with neither of 
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whom either the Pope or any Catholic nation had a 
quarrel. Beligion^ therefore^ could not have moved the 
Pope to side with the South. 

Kor waa there any other consideration to lead the 
Pope to wish the South success. In the seceding 
States there were comparatively few Catholics, not 
a thousand to the million in the Northern States; in 
the South there was comparatively little church 
property, not a thousand dollars worth to the millions 
of dollars worth in the North; and here, too, were all 
the Church's institutions of charity and education. 
What posaihle motive, then, could the Pope have for 
recognizing the Confederacy? 

Our learned antagonist's reckless disregard of his* 
torical facts known to every school boy^ is strikingly, 
if not shamelessly, manifested in the following: ^The 
lecturer may be excused on the ground of his foreign 
relationship and interest, for his want of knowledge 
of American history when he (we) says the Confeder- 
acy was recognized by England." 

We gave the dates of this recognition. We did not 
think it necessary to name the school histories where 
tiiese dates may be found. Professor Fisher, of Yil- 
lanova College writes: ''To save you the trouble of 
looking up authorities on this point (the recognition 
of the Confederacy), I mention W. E. Hall, Interna- 
tional Law,' fourth (Oxford) edition, page 39 et seq.; 
P. P. Woolsey (Yale), International Law,' fifth (New 
York) edition, sec. 18(X." These works are before us 
(from the Law Library), and we find in them the dates 
of the recognition, the reasons for it, and also a history 
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of the vain efforts of the United States to hare it 
revoked. 

These books — ^the one by an Englishman^ the other 
by an American — ^are kindly placed at the prof essor^s 
service in the sincere and^ let ns piously believe, not 
vain hope that he will find in them sufficient evidence 
to compel even him "to give the devil his due/* to con- 
fess that he made an utterly unfounded charge when 
he asserted "their infallible Pope was the only poten- 
tate in the whole world to recognize the Confederacy** 
— aye^ confess that the Pope did not recognize it at all. 

Despite our "foreign relationship and interest and 
want of knowledge of American history/* the fact that 
we have lived sixty-two years in and about Philadel- 
phia^ enables us to remember facts which the learned 
professor has conveniently forgotten, for he cannot be 
accused of ignorance of them. 

We remember that England supplied the Confed- 
eracy with arms. We remember that she sent men and 
munitions of war to Canada, to enforce her blunt de- 
mand for the surrender of the Confederate Commis- 
sioners, Messrs. Mason and SlideU, whom Captain 
Wilkes had seized on a British vessel while on their 
way to Europe, to represent the Confederacy at for- 
eign courts. We remember that the action of Captain 
Wilkes was applauded, and that Congress voted him a 
gold medal. We remember that the incident would 
have caused a war with England if the United States 
had not been forced to back down, had not surrendered 
the Confederate Commissioners and made a suitable 
apology for their seizure. 
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We remember that England lent her moral influence 
to the Confederacy. We remember that England had 
not only offered to mediate between the North and 
the South, but actually threatened to intervene. We 
remember that the Alabama, a Confederate privateer, 
was not only built at Birkenhead, England, but that 
she was manned by an English crew under Captain 
Semmes. We remember that England allowed her to 
go to sea for the purpose of preying upon the com- 
merce of the United States. We remember that the 
Alabama sunk the IT. S. gunboat Hatteras, and cap- 
tured many American merchant vessels. 

We remember that the Geneva Board of Arbitration 
decided that England should pay $15,000,000 damages 
for the direct injury she inflicted on our commerce 
through the Alabama. The indirect damage could not 
be computed. There are many other historical events 
to which we might call the attention of our impartial 
and boastful historian, but these are sufficient to show 
that it is not his knowledge of history that leads him 
to make the Pope the emissary goat to bear the sins 
of all the nations, that he ought to have known recog- 
nized the Confederacy before he charged 'Hhe infallible 
Pope'* with being "the sole potentate in the whole 
wotld who recognized the Confederacy,'* and before 
he had the temerity to deny our proof to the contrary. 

While we are not so lost to reason or even to piety, 
as to assert that Protestantism was responsible for 
England's hostile attitude toward us during the Civil 
War, we are not rash, however, in assuming from the 
animus displayed in every part of his lecture, that Dr. 
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Vernon would have drawn a terrible indictment against 
both England and the Pope, had England been a Cath- 
olic instead of a Protestant nation. If England had 
been a Catholic nation, her sins would not have been 
forgotten; they would have been constantly blazoned 
before the world; and a great deal of phosphorescent 
rhetoric displayed in showing the Pope as particeps 
criminis, and all Catholics as opposed to republican 
institutions. 

We here nail his denial that England recognized the ' 
Confederacy, as an error that cannot be accounted for 
on "the ground of his foreign relationship and interest, 
or his want of knowledge of American history.'* We 
charge it to blind prejudice against the Catholic 
Church, and an implacable hatred of the Pope, which 
render so many preachers incapable of seeing the truth 
when it is shown them, and of remembering it when it 
is shouted in their ears. We charge this error and his 
other errors, to speak mildly, to that anti-Catholic 
syndicate which deceives certain ministers with stereo- 
typed calumnies, seemingly proved by garbled quota- 
tions from Catholic authors, and sentiments which no 
Catholic ever uttered, and which every Catholic re- 
pudiates. We charge his errors to the fact that he has 
never made any original study or personal research of 
the alleged proofs. 

As a proof of this we mention a quotation which in 
his lecture he credits to Cardinal Manning, and that 
is not to be found in the article in 'TDonahoe's Maga- 
zine'* from which he says it is taken. He, too, palms 
off Professor Schulte as a Catholic canonist, when 
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every <me knows that he was one of the soured and 
dieappointed renegades, promoted by Bismarck when he 
was persecuting the Catholics of Germany. He gives 
numbers from Schulte, when he ought to know that 
Mgr. Fessler, Secretary-General of the Vatican Coun- 
cil, refuted each and every assertion of the professor 
of German law in the University of Prague. 

From Herod down to Clemenceau, the head of the 
Church has "troubled'' the rulers of the world. Christ 
was put to death on the charge of disloyalty; St. Peter 
was imprisoned on the same charge; St. Paul was called 
"a pestilent man/' and charged with "raising sedi- 
tions/' and so on down to the representative of Jesus 
Christ in our day. "Disloyalty" has been shouted so 
often that the ministers look for it in the most im- 
possible things. People nearly always think they see 
what they are looking for, even if it be a marble lion 
switching its tail. 

On one occasion, when a crowd was gathered around 
Nelson's statue in Trafalgar Square, London, some one 
shouted : "See, the lion moves its tail !" The multitude 
stared in breathless expectation at the lion at the foot 
of the statue, until at length the crowd re-echoed the 
shout: "Yes, the lion moves its tailP There was a 
movement. It was not in the marble tail. It was in 
the strained eyes of the midtitude. So is it with the 
hypothetical disloyalty of Catholics. The ministers 
have heard it cried so often, that they look for it until 
their strained eyes see it in things as incapable of pro- 
ducing it, as the marble lion was incapable of wag- 
ging its tail. 
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Let us hear this patriotic preacher, as he ventilates 
his fears of Catholic loyalty. In his first lecture, he 
said: '^The incorruptible loyalty of Catholics has been 
proved on the battlefields, and in the legislative halls 
of our country.^^ In his second lecture he says: "Let 
no one say that I am accusing Catholics of disloyalty. 
♦ ♦ ♦ History proves that Catholics have been loyal 
to the Government in every national struggle through 
which we have passed, and I doubt not that they will 
be in the future.^^ Prom these admissions, it would 
seem to most men that Catholic loyalty is as unim- 
peachable as that a marble lion's tail is immovable; 
but this is not the view of it our Methodist friend 
takes. The fact that Catholics have always proved loy- 
al in the past, seems to foster the suspicion that they 
must prove disloyal in the future. A posse ad esse 
non valet illatio. A law of logic is, however, no bar 
against suspicion, when he is insinuating fears of the 
loyalty of Catholics, or attacking the infallibility of 
the Pope. 

No assurance to the contrary can persuade him to 
divest his mind of its fears, and the suspicion they en- 
gender. To justify his fears, he closes his ears to the 
cooing of the gentle dove on the banks of the Delaware, 
attuned to Protestant ears; he closes his ears, top, to 
the scream of the eagles perched on theological chairs; 
he opens them only to the fulminations of the Pope, 
as from Olympus he hurls thunderbolts of doctrine — 
these alone are capable of awaking citizens to the 
danger to their country from Papal supremacy, from 
the probability that the Pope may one day declare 
war against the United States I 
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He says: "The Popes are the only competent 
authority to speak on this subject; it matters very 
little what some college professor or some mild-man- 
nered (!) priest may say. It will not do to listen alone 
to the soft and tender notes of this pastor-priest; we 
must go back to the rugged minds that shape policies, 
direct affairs and aspire to office, but from grand old 
Olympus we hear the deep-toned thunder announcing 
'supreme authority over men and nations/ the right 
to rule the home, the school and the nation, demand- 
ing obedience at the peril of the souFs salvation/' 

We almost hear this redoubtable champion of the 
anti-Popery hosts, as he despises "the pastor-priest,'' 
say in the words of the Philistine: "Am I a dog that 
thou comest to me with a staff?" It does seem like 
belittling him who defies the lightnings of Olympus, 
to ask him to come down to the banks of the Delaware 
and answer a few questions from "the gentle-spirited 
priest." We have, nevertheless, the temerity to ask 
this professor of theology if he known what infallibil- 
ity is, and how circumscribed is its sphere ? To adopt 
his own words, "we know it is an awful question for 
him, that it goes to the very heart of things at a 
delicate moment. We feel it is almost cruel to ask it, 
but where were his wits when he made the statement 
that the Pope claims divine right to rule all individuals 
and all nations in all things? We know the only 
answer he can make, and silence is his most discreet 
course just now if we would only be silent, but we will 
not.^ 

If this doctor of divinity knows what Papal inf allibil- 
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ity is^ he has not disclosed any knowledge of it in the 
arguments he has urged against it as a menace to 
Catholic loyalty; he has always represented it as dif- 
ferent from what it really is, and as controlling things 
which it does not influence. 

The infallibility of the Pope is the same as that of 
the Church, is the same as that with which Christ 
clothed St. Peter when He said: ^Thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it. I have prayed for thee 
that thy faith fail not.*' 

The Pope is infallible only when as Supreme Doc- 
tor in teaching the universal Church, he defines a ques- 
tion of faith or morals, and his decision is to be held 
as of faith of the whole Church. While the morality 
of abstract political principles falls under this defini- 
tion, it is evident that the merits of issues or quarrels 
between nations do not. The question then, as to 
whom in a given case civil allegiance is due, is one 
that the Pope in virtue of his infallibility, is not 
called upon to answer. 

As successor of St. Peter, Prince of the Apostles, 
as Vicar of Christ, the Pope repeats Christ's decision 
in a case of divided civil allegiance: ''Bender, there- 
fore, to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to Ood 
the things that are God's.'' In these words the Pope 
emphasizes the fact that the civil and the spiritual 
are distinct, but not separated, at least in spirit. As 
the father, for example,, is supreme in domestic af- 
fairs, so the State is supreme in temporal affairs, while 
the Church is supreme only in spiritual afEairs. So 
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long as the father and the State obeenre the law of 
God, the Church has no right to interfere with them. 
If, however, they violate the law of God, there is an 
authority to reprove and condemn the one or the other. 
This is admitted by all men. 

What, then, is this supreme authority? It must be 
the State or the Church. If the State is supreme in 
morals, it would never be lawful to disobey a law or 
resist authority, and the American Eevolution would 
have been a crime. If this supreme authority is the 
Church of Christ, then it must be the Boman Cath- 
olic Church, for no one claims it for any other Church. 
In his second lecture, Dr. Vernon says: "The first 
lecture, indeed, concedes all I have claimed, that the 
authority of the Church (in spirituals) is above the 
authority of the State, and that the Church has au- 
thority over the consciences of men. I ask thought- 
ful people to look at this a moment and see what it 
means. ♦ ♦ ♦ From grand old Olympus we hear the 
deep-toned thunder announcing supreme authority 
over men and nations,'* *'the right to rule,*' demanding 
"obedience at the peril of salvation.'* 

We have protested against the substitution of the 
word "rule" for the word "teach," but our opponent 
is determined to overdo things. If rule means in- 
fluence, we shall say no more about it. Indeed, after 
the picture of the Pope's sad plight, with every door 
in the world closed against him, with all the armies 
and navies of the world arrayed against him, the learn- 
ed doctor will hardly venture to say that the Pope is 
in a position to enforce his teachings or decisions, or 
take possession vi et armis of this country. 
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M our antagonist assmnes that the Pope must nec- 
essarily be always wrong in all his views, and sinister 
in all his designs; that he is always going about like a 
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour^ and as he 
has no ecclesiastical authority to substitute for that 
of the Pope^ he disposes of the Pope by making every 
man his own Pope, by making the individual conscience 
the only safeguard of civil allegiance and assuming, 
of course, that any man almost is more scrupulous 
about the rights of the State than the Pope is. 

This phase of the argument is so clearly presented 
in the following letter that we incorporate it in the 
lecture. We know little of the religious views of the 
writer beyond what is told in the letter, except that in 
a previous letter he called himself *^a heathen,'* and 
said he would entertain like fears of the Federation 
of Protestant Churches if it were effected, that he 
now entertains of the Catholic: 

'Thiladelphia, December 28, 1908. 
''Bev. D. I. McDermott, 252 South Fourth street, 

Philadelphia. 

'TDear Father: Again I have to thank you for re- 
membering me with a copy of your address. Probably 
as a result of early training, I find myself siding 
rather with Mr. Vernon, but it seems to me it ought 
to be easy to dispose of him, for (1) he must admit 
that if it came to a question between the U. S. Govern- 
ment and his conscience, he must regard his conscience 
as supreme; (2) he must then allow your conscience 
and mine (if I had any) to be equally supreme with 
us respectively, and (3) now then— is the government 
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6afer> in the hands of Thomas^ Bichard and Henry^ 
each appealing to his own conscience^ or in those of 
Patrick, Dennis and Michael, who are ruled by a widely 
acknowledged authority in such matters? 
*'And yet— 

'TTours truly. 



While this ^^heathen'* shows that it is a question 
whether the country would be safer if each citizen is 
left to appeal to his own conscience, or to "an acknow- 
ledged authority in such matters,*^ it is evident 
that our spiritual mentor thinks it would be safe 
only when the Catholic is indiflferent to his religion. 
The protesting preachers scented danger in the elec- 
tion of a Catholic President, because "Catholics are so 
faithful to the teachings of their Church, and are in- 
fluenced by them in the practical affairs of life/' This 
Methodist minister, on the contrary, accounts for our 
"incorruptible loyalty** by assuming that we have been 
better than our creed, that we have been indifferent 
to the teachings of the Church, or ignorant of them. 
In a word, that we have been bad Catholics. Who 
would object to this compliment? 

In "Vatican Decrees and Civil Allegiance" Cardinal 
Manning puts in juxtaposition the conscience of a Pro- 
testant directed solely by himself, and the conscience 
of a Catholic directed by himself under the guidence 
of th Church, and shows that the Catholic criterion of 
civil allegiance is a safer one to follow than the Pro- 
testant. 

Dr. Vernon himself, with all his learning and elo- 
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quence, could not more forcibly state his contention 
than this Prince of the Church does for him in the 
following paragraph: 

*^We non-Catholics, acknowledge two authorities as 
you Catholics do. Our allegiance to the civil law is 
revised and checked by our consciences, guided by 
the light of nature and the light of revelation. We 
refuse to receive religious doctrine or discipline from 
the State. We allow the Society of Friends, for con- 
science sake, to refuse to take the oath, of allegiance, 
and even to refuse to fight for their country, and yet 
these two are among the natural duties of subjects, 
which the civil authority may justly require and en- 
force. We leave every man free to refuse obedience 
to the civil law if his conscience so demands of him. 
But you Catholics put your conscience in the hands 
of the Pope. You are bound to follow his direction, 
whether your conscience tells you or not you ought 
to refuse obedience, whether you see it or not. Worse 
than this, the Pope may wrongly interpret our civil 
laws in order to make them serve his own interests, 
and then your mental and moral freedom is at the 
mercy of another. You must choose between your 
country and your religion.'* 

The CardinaFs answer to this objection which he 
puts into the mouth of our adversaries is twofold. 
'Tirst, that the non-Catholic doctrine is more danger- 
ous to the civil State than the Catholic. If the in- 
dividual conscience mjfiy dispense itself jErom civil 
obedience, then almost all men will obey only 'for 
wrath' and not 'for conscience sake.' Once admit that 
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the ultimate decision as to civil obedience is with the 
individual^ each political conscience is a lawgiver and 
a law unto itself. If every man has the ultimate right 
of refusing obedience to the law upon the dictates of 
his own conscience^ then we are in a state of unlimited 
license, of unlimited revolution. More than forty re- 
volutions have resulted from this essential lawlessness. 

^'Secondly, according to the doctrine of the Cath- 
olic Church, the rights of individual conscience are 
secured not only against external coercion, but also 
against its own aberrations. The obedience of Cath- 
olic subjects to their civil rulers is a positive precept 
of religion. The rising against legitimate authority 
is forbidden as the sin of rebellion. The political con- 
science of Catholics is not left to the individual judg- 
ment alone. It is guided by the whole Christian mor- 
ality, by the greatest system of ethical legislation that 
the world has ever seen. It is a doctrine of faith that 
legitimate sovereignty exists not only in the unity of 
the Church, but outside of the same, and not only 
among Christian nations, but also among those that 
are not Christian. Moreover, that to all such legitimate 
sovereigns subjects are bound by the Divine law to 
render obedience in all things lawful. It is certain, 
therefore, that Catholics are bound to civil allegiance 
by every bond, natural and supernatural, as absolutely 
as their non-Catholic fellow-countrymen, and, I may 
add, more explicitly.*' 

"The civil allegiance of Catholics is, then, just as 
undivided as that of other Christians. This allegiance 
is limited, as everyone admits, by conscience and the 
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law of God. In the case of Catholics^ it is no more 
or less limited than in the case of Protestants. Con- 
science tells Catholics it is right to follow religion 
rather than revolution.^* Civil allegiance is given, 
then, not in spite of the teachings of the Catholic 
Church, as Dr. Vernon would have people believe, but 
in consequence of them. 

The strange feature of this controversy is this: 
While the preachers are trying to arouse suspicions 
of the loyalty of Catholics, because the Pope may 
sooner or later command them to rebel against the 
Government, subject Catholic nations are complain- 
ing that the Church is too conservative; that she in- 
sists too strongly on civil allegiance; that she dis- 
countenances rebellion, holds them to allegiance to 
rulers they hate as oppressors. Irish and Poles make 
this complaint. 

The only thing that will satisfy our patriotic 
preacher is to cut loose from the Pope, to accept 
himself as our mentor. If we would do this we could 
retain as much as we desire of Catholic teaching and 
devotion. We coidd hear confessions and say Mass, 
^HraflSc in the blood of Christ'* in the doctor's Church. 
It is surely a safe thing not to do what your enemy 
wishes you to do. In Pius we hear Peter's voice; in 
Peter we hear the voice of Christ: ^Thou are Peter, 
and upon this rock I will build My Church, and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it." 

With a reckless disregard of the teachings of history, 
philosophy and Scripture, our professor of theology 
lets his imagination conjure up the wildest and most 
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sweeping accusations. He says: '^here is not a 
virile nation that has not broken .the shackles of 
Some^ and risen as it receded from the ideals of Borne. 
The Papacy crushed poor Italy until she was a by- 
word among the nations, and her people one of the 
most illiterate in the world. Victor Emmanuel broke 
the power of the oppressor, and that virile race has 
awakened to a new life and intelligence, commerce 
and trade has greatly improved. Go look on the 
miserable republics of South America, occupying one 
of the richest territories on the face of the earth, but 
blinded by superstition, dwarfed by ignorance and 
crippled by a foreign domination, they are on the 
lowest plane of civilization. Go ask poor Spain, as 
she sits moping on the ruins of her once magnificent 
empire, what it was that ate out her vigor of thought, 
her national spirit, her power to command, how she 
lost the primacy that once was hers on land and sea, 
how she came to lose the splendid jewels that hung 
from either ear in the East and the 'West Indies, and 
she must account for herself by that same blight of 
superstition and ignorance that has infected every 
land where Bome has been the dominating influence. 
France has risen. The whole list of Papal States is 
made up of peoples decadent, non-progressive, il- 
literate and deficient in the best moral and spiritual 
life.'* 

In one of the parables there is a description of a 
man who exalted himself and despised others, and 
who, consequently, stood in the temple and thanked 
God that he was not like the rest of men. It is only 
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a lineal descendant of this personage that could have 
the temerity to turn his eyes from his own country, 
where there is a divorce in every dozen marriages, 
where race suicide is so widespread that the President 
has felt obliged to denounce it, where ."the massacre 
of the innocents" out-Herods Herod ; it is only such a 
person who could turn his eyes away from the im- 
morality of his own people, and fix them on "decadent 
Papal States" which are "deficient in the best moral 
and spiritual life." 

The "Independent^^ (Congregational), in an editor- 
ial two weeks ago entitled "Is the Human Eace in 
Peril r^ says: "The Harvard graduate has on an 
average seven-tenths of a son, the Vassar graduate 
one-half of a daughter; and these figures are repre- 
sentative of the educated and so-called intellectual class 
in America. If present tendencies continue there will 
be no birth rate at all in the United States in the year 
2000. The civilization which man has built up will 
have no heirs to inherit it, unless the ideas and morals 
that now prevail shall undergo a profound regenera- 
tion. Mankind will last only so long as children are 
bom and cared for, and no plausible substitute for 
the family has been proposed." Last year in Prance, 
which "is a lion and is alive," says Dr. Vernon, "and 
so it is proving," the deaths exceeded the births by 
19,920. 

As professor of theology, he knows that grace pre- 
supposes nature; that there can be no Christian virtue 
where the laws of nature are outraged, any more than 
there can be vision where men destroy their eyes. It 
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is because "the influence of Rome has prevented Cath- 
olic countries from sinning against nature that the 
preachers are raising such a pother about loyalty. 
They fear the natural increase of the Catholics, just 
as the wicked Egyptians became alarmed at the fruit- 
fulness of the virtuous Israelites. 

The argument- drawn from prosperity proves no- 
thing, as we shall show. It is, however, legitimate 
to turn the argument against him who uses it, before 
we demonstrate its utter unsoundness from the testi- 
mony of Christian and Pagan, Jew, Catholic and Pro- 
testant. 

Our philosopher of history draws a pathetic picture 
of '^Spain moping amid the ruins of her once magni- 
ficent empire, of her loss of primacy on land and sea,*' 
and the loss of her earrings! Is it not strange that 
he does not realize that he is arguing against his own 
contentions? Was not Spain most prospei^ous ^nd 
powerful when she was truly Catholic? She began to 
fail when the anti-clericals and revolutionists began 
to rule her. The same is true of Italy. It was when 
under the Popes, that Byron called Rome "the city of 
the soul.*' It was under them that art and literature 
and philosophy flourished. To-day the cats are taxed 
in Italy, and her people emigrate in millions. The 
enforced exile of her children eloquently speaks of 
"the new life and intelligence, of commerce and trade 
greatly improved.'* 

The argument derived from prosperity is one that 
a Protestant cannot lawfully employ to prove that 
Catholicism is not true Christianity, but which a pagan 
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might employ to prove that paganism is better than 
Christianity, for no modern State has surpassed the 
glories of some of the old pagan nations. 

It is certainly anomalous to find an argument at- 
tributing temporal prosperity to the morality of its 
possessor, and to the blessing of heaven, in the mouth 
of a follower of Him, who said: "Leave all things, 
come and follow Me.^^ ^^Lay not up treasures on earth, 
where the rust and moth consumes, where thieves 
break and steal. But lay up to yourselves treasures in 
heaven/^ '^hat doth it profit a man if he gain the 
whole world and suffer the loss of his soul? Or what 
exchange shall a man give for his soul?^* "One thing 
is necessary/^ 

How eloquently this doctor of divinity could argue 
that the sufferings of the early martyrs proved their 
disloyalty, and that the bloody prosecutions which Nero 
and Domitian waged against the fijrst Christians 
proved the patriotism of these pagan Emperors I What 
a convincing argument this Methodist minister could 
draw from the sores and poverty of Lazarus, to prove 
the wickedness of him who nestled in Abraham's bo- 
som, and to prove the supereminent piety and charity 
of Dives, who was buried in hell! 

What a glowing tribute could he not pay to He- 
rod's morality, by contrasting the gorgeousness of the 
King's palace and the greatness of its revenues, with 
the squalor and poverty of the Saviour's stable at 
Bethlehem, or with the scanty raiment of John the 
Baptist 1 

Did Dr. Vernon ever read the following in the 
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Good Book? **We fools esteemed their life madness 
and their end without honor^ but now behold how 
they are numbered with the children of God and their 
lot is with the saints in glory/' 

^'Christianity did not come into this world as a me- 
chanic, a manufacturer or financier/' Its mission is 
to make men godly, not to make them rich. Since 
this Christian minister does not rise in his conception 
of goodness and greatness above trade and industry, 
it is more than likely that he credits the success of 
his hearers in mechanics and business, in finance and 
profession to his preaching of the Gospel, and all their 
failures he blames on their refusal to follow his 
spiritual counsels ! His church is probably a successful 
school of high finance ! 

!When holy David saw the prosperity of the wicked, 
he said that his feet almost slipped, and that he had 
in vain justified his heart and washed his hands among 
the innocent. "Behold these are sinners,'' he cried, 
"and yet abounding in the world they have obtained 
riches." Addison says: "Eeason is puzzled what to 
pronounce on that mysterious dispensation by which 
so many tragical events happen to the wise and good, 
and such surprising prosperity is the lot of the guilty 
and the foolish." Shakespeare cries: 
"Out, out, thou strumpet. Fortune! All you gods. 
In general synod take away her powers; 
Break all the spokes and fellies of her wheel. 
And bowl the round knave down the hill of heaven. 

As low as to the fiends." 

Seneca says: 'Nothing could be more unhappy 
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than a man that had never known a£Sliction.'' He 
ecmipares prosperity to the indnlgence o£ a fotnd 
mother, which mins a child, and adversity to the af- 
fection of the Divine Being who wonld have a son ac- 
quire fortitude through disappointment. ^TPhere is 
not on earth,' he says, "a spectacle more worthy of 
the Creator than a good man superior to i^Elictions. 
Heroes are always pictured as strengthened with ad- 
versities and injustices. There is no conception of 
superlative virtue but as it is superior to distress.'^ 

Truly great minds make little of their own sor- 
rows and misfortunes while they bewail those which be- 
fall others. Shakespeare puts these noble sentiments 
in the mouth of TCing Richard II. : 
"The worst is worldly loss thou canst unfold. 
Strives Bolingbroke to be as great as we? 
Greater he shall not be. If he serve God. 
We'll serve Him, too, and be his fellow so.'' 

'TLet then" Dr. Vernon's "candied tongue lick ab- 
surd pomp," if he will; we confess that we are not yet 
in a position to judge Providence or to know the mind 
of the Lord, much less to be His counsellor. We 
know that religion did not cover the poles with ice, 
and clothe the tropics with verdure; that it did not 
sterilize the hills of New England, and fertilize the 
prairies of the 'West; that it did not make the sons 
of the mountains thrifty, and the children of the 
equator indolent; that it did not hide gold in the 
mountains of Alaska and California, and sow diamonds 
in the mines of South Africa. We do know that 
the success and the failure of individuals and nations. 
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are due to a yariety of causes over which religion 
exercises no control. And what we know beyond 
doubt is that Some is no more responsible for the 
decline and fall of Catholic nations^ than she has been 
for what has happened in China. 

In concluding, our illustrious friend passes from the 
question of civil allegiance to the mode of remitting 
sin, a discussion as relevant to the ''disloyalty*' of 
Catholics as one on whether baptism should be ad- 
ministered by infusion, aspersion or immersion. The 
principal object of the digression seems to have been 
to insult Catholics by repeating an old calumny about 
confession, and to tell us that we should go to Christ 
for the remission of our sins, just as if we did not. 

Christ did not more certainly commission his 
Apostles to preach and baptize, than He did to remit 
and retain sins. If men should go directly to Christ 
for the remission of their gins, it seems that they 
should also go directly to Him for baptism, and for 
the Word of God, for either all of these commissions 
are in force to-day, or none of them is. Since so great 
an authority as our professor of theology preaches and 
baptizes, there must also be some commissioned to 
hear confession of sins, for if the commission to remit 
and retain sin expired at the death of the Apostles, 
so must the commissions to preach and baptize have 
expired. As all admit they did not, the commission 
in reference to sin must still be in force. 

To silence those who said: ''Who can forgive sin 
but God alone P Christ said to them: "That you 
may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth 
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to forgive sins/' and then He wrought a miracle to 
confirm His words. He breathed lipon His Apostles, 
saying: 'Tleceive ye the Holy Ghost; whose sins you 
shall forgive they are firgiven them, and whose sins 
ye shall retain they are retained.^' Unless sins were 
confessed to them, the Apostles could not know 
whether the sins should be forgiven or retained. 
Here, then, according to Divine ordinance, men were 
to come between Christ and the sinner. 

That this is very humbling to the pride of sin- 
ners, "that it goes to the very heart of things,^' is 
evidence from the many specious arguments they have 
invented to enable them to escape the confusion of 
confessing their sins to a priest. A Baptist once told 
us that his son asked him the following questions: 
"To whom do Catholics confess their sins?*' The 
father answered: "To the priest.'' "To whom does 
the priest his sins confess?" "To the Bishop." "To 
whom does the Bishop confess his sins?" "To the 
Pope." "To whom does the Pope confess his sins?" 
"To God," replied the father. Then the son said: 
'TU confess my sins to God." In finishing the story, 
the father said: "The boy was too smart to live." 
The wonder is that the father survived his smartness. 

Those who, like Dr. Vernon, feel competent to 
change the ordinances of Christ, who will confess only 
to God, despite Christ's provision that they should 
confess to men, we find enlightenment in the follow- 
ing story: There was an old German who traveled 
much upon the railroad, and out of whom the smart 
Alecs often sought to take fun. On a certain Satur- 
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day afternoon on the train^ one of these fellows said: 
"Jake, where were you this afternoon?'* *T[ was to 
confession/' "What! do you confess your sins to a 
priest? I confess mine only to God/' "See here, 
young man, have you a ticket for this trip? " "Yes.*' 
"Well, then, according to your notions of doing things, 
you will refuse to give it to the conductor; you'll give 
it only to the president of the road, eh? Well, the 
president is in the next car back. Do you know what 
he will say if you offer him your ticket? He'll tell 
you to go to ^ and give your ticket to the con- 
ductor." 

We hope that we have convinced Dr. Vernon that 
he must confess certain calumnies which he has cir- 
culated against his Catholic brethren, not only to 
Christ, but to the public also. We very much fear 
that those who say they confess only to Christ, never 
examine their conscience at all, much less confess their 
Bins. 
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Eeply to Father McDermott^s arguments upholding 
Eoosevelt, by Kev. S. M. Vernon, pastor of West 
York Street Methodist Church. Owing to Dr. Ver- 
non's high position in the Methodist Church, and the 
fact of his being selected to represent that body in 
local interdenominational movements, the stand taken 
by him may be regarded as the attitude of Philadel- 
phia Methodists. — Public Ledger, Dec. 14, 1908. 

Taking for his text, I Thes., 5-21, "prove all things; hold 
fast that which is good/' Doctor Vernon said: 

"I hold the great Roman Catholic Church in high respect 
and reverence for the long term of its history, for Its zeal 
in teaching fundamental religious truths, for the saintly 
characters that have found shelter In its fold, for the great 
and varied literature it has developed, for its encourage- 
ment of art and architecture, and for its growing tolera- 
tion and Improving moral tone. But that has come to it 
which has fallen out in the history of nations and of all 
human organizations; first a period of growth to maturity 
and strength, then internal decay and corruption, resulting 
in changed character, conditions and forms that work to- 
ward death. 

"With the primitive, apostolic, pure Catholic Church I 
have no controversy; but, with that corrupt, deformed, 
secularized Roman Church, mongrel of sacred Christian 
and superstitious pagan rites which it took over and half 
assimilated in its contact with pagan nations, with that 
misnamed and misshapen Roman Catholic Church I have 
a controversy. I would not say one discourteous word, 
one bitter feeling I will not allow, but I would gladly wel- 
come the Roman Catholic Church to the fraternity of all 
believers, if it would put away from it those things which 
the best Christian scholarship finds to be contrary to Qod's 
word, to the teachings of the church fathers and to the 
enlightened Christian conscience of this age. 
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"I cannot enter the broad field of discussion that here 
opens, but must confine my thought to the one subject re- 
cently thrust before the American people concerning the 
possible election of a Catholic for President of the United 
States. 

"It is not true that Protestants object to a Catholic as 
a candidate for President or any office on account of his 
religion, except as that religion takes on a secular and 
degenerate form in conceding to the Pope of Rome an 
authority over temporal, over social and political ques- 
tions, which we consider dangerous to the life of the Repub- 
lic. It is not against the religion of Catholics, but against 
the political pretensions of their church that we object 

"In a sermon by Father McDermott, reported in the 
PUBLIC LEDGER last monday morning, this able expound- 
er of Catholic doctrine is reported to have charged upon 
Protestants that they are guilty themselves of the union 
of State and Church which they find so obJecUonal in 
Catholics. But the good Father overlooks two points when 
he names England, Germany and other countries as proof 
of the charge: First, that there is not a Protestant Church 
in America that has not disowned and broken away from 
that union and pledged loyalty to American ideas and 
laws. The Methodists separated from the English Wes- 
leyans, the Protestant Episcopal from the Established 
Church of England, and the Lutherans from the German 
Lutheran Church. If the English Wesleyans should at- 
tempt to name Methodist Bishops in America, or if King 
Edward or the Archbishop of Canterbury should attempt 
to control the Episcopal Church, or if Berlin should try 
to dominate the Lutherans of this country, there would be 
such a storm of indignation as has not been known in 
300 years. 

"In this country we have grown into a larger liberty, 
a more absolute dependence upon Christ, have kept pace 
with the progress of mankind, have accepted and adapted 
new truth to the needs of the Kingdom of God, and have 
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gone forward in the conviction that GU)d was never more 
vitally in His Church for renewal, inspiration, guidance 
and support than now. In pointing to the State churches 
of Europe, you are only calling attention to the broken 
shackles which we have thrown off, and from which, my 
Catholic brother, we ask you to free yourself. Our com- 
plaint against the Roman Church is that it Is a stream 
of mediaevalism, with all its superstitions about relics, 
worship of images and subjection of the conscience to 
the rule of man, flowing on with unchanged character 
and ideals that were fixed 600 years ago, and has re- 
mained unmodified by all the advance in Biblical knowl- 
edge, the development of spiritual life in the world, the 
wonderful awakening of the conscience and of the intel- 
lectual life of mankind and the great uprising of the peo- 
ples of the world for liberty. With absolute indifference 
to modem progress, this stream of mediaevalism has pro- 
jected itself into American life and is fighting to main- 
tain its outgrown and outworn anachronisms by appeal 
to a foreign court on the banks of the Tiber, that claims 
divine right to rule. 

"The history of the Roman Catholic Church, no less 
than its explicit declarations on the subject, n^eals a 
constant effort to control the nations where it has ex- 
isted, to dictate their policy and to derive support from 
themu From Hildebrand to Pius X, the claim that St. 
Peter wielded, and that his successor has the right to 
wield, two swords, the secular and the spiritual, has been 
insisted upon. The Pope of Rome claims authority over 
all rulers and all executive officers, whether they be Kings, 
Emperors or Presidents. It is Just here that loyal Ameri- 
cans hesitate and question the wisdom of m&king a Roman 
Catholic President. Such a President of course, would 
recognize the claim of the Pope as the rightful ruler of all 
who are in authority, and his first allegiance would be to 
the Pope. Here again Father McDermott fails to grasp 
the true state of the question in the present discussion. 
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He would offset the claim of the Pope to the right to 
rule the rulers of the earth with the statement that Prot- 
estants admit that the spiritual is above the secular and 
the law of God above all human laws. 

"But that is a very different th^ng from setting up a celi- 
bate, cloistered priest on the banks of the Tiber, who has 
never even seen America, with authority to control the 
President of the United States, witn a history back of him 
that shows that the Popes for a thousand years have used 
that authority against free investigation and for the sup- 
pression of the liberties of mankind. Protestants do hold 
that the spiritual is superior to the secular and the law of 
God above human laws, but we hold that it is to be mani- 
fested by the free exercise of the conscience and spiritual 
intelligence of the individual, every man being his own 
Pope and declaring by his free ballot what shall be the 
rule of national and personal life in America. 

"We deny the right of any foreign potentate to dictate 
to the President of the United States. That this is not 
an imaginary danger will appear from one incident in our 
later history. When in our recent Spanish War the fleet 
of Spain set sail for America, and all the Catholic papers 
of Europe were sounding their trumpets and calling the 
world to watch the progress of this conquering fleet and 
see the overthrow of the proud and boastful Protestant 
nation of the West, the Pope pronounced his blessing on 
the fleet and on the army of Spain. Now, if there had 
been a Catholic President at that time, who conceded the 
authority of the Pope over him, what would the result have 
been? What could it have been but something very dif- 
ferent from what it was when the true American and incor- 
ruptible patriot, William McKinley, held the helm of the 
nation? 

"When our Civil War was upon the land and the very life 
of the nation was in peril, the infallible Pope was the only 
foreign ruler in the whole world who recognized the in- 
dependence of the Confederate Government. If there had 
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been a Catholic President then, when the great Lincoln 
bore on his honest heart the burdens of a nation at war 
with itself, what would the result have been? Certainly 
something very different from what they were. 

"The argument against the position of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church in America becomes unanswerable in the light 
of the decree of papal infallibility, for that shuts off all 
chance for progress and change; that legitimatizes all the 
bulls, and decrees of the Popes in the Dark Ages as the 
veritable word of God against which no man can object 
without sin. That decree turns over the whole world to 
the domination of the Pope. While it was under discus- 
sion in the council that finally issued it. Dr. Von DoUinger, 
the greatest scholar in the Catholic Church, said: 'If the 
infallibility of the Popes is raised to a principle of faith, an 
other doctrine that has been maintained by the Popes 
since Gregory VII will also receive the force of a dogma, 
namely, the doctrine of the submission of monarchs and 
kingdoms to the dominion of the Holy See — ^a dominion 
which extends over secular and political matters. Bvery 
Catholic Christian is thus bound to believe, as a doctrine 
revealed of God, and which must be taught in every cate- 
chism, that the Popes possess an absolute power over 
all princes and authorities; over all states and common- 
wealths; and that by their sovereign power they can in- 
terfere at discretion in all state affairs, depose princes, 
annul laws and regulate war and peace. Pope Boniface 
Vlirs bull, "Unam Sanctam,'' is a solemn dogmatic deci- 
sion, addressed to the whole church, and declares a belief 
in all this to be a condition of everlasting salvation. This 
doctrine was confirmed by Leo X at the Synod of the 
Lateran, and a whole series of papal decrees is founded 
upon it' 

''The Pope thus claims, and the Vatican Council claims 
for him, by divine right absolute rule over all men and all 
nations, in all things. In his able review of the decision 
of that council, Mr. Gladstone has this to say of its signifi- 
cance: 'The Council of the Vatican decreed that the Pope 
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had from Christ immediate power over the universal 
Church; that all were bound to obey him, of whatever 
right and dignity, collectively as well as individually; 
that this duty of obedience extends to all matters of faith 
and morals, and of the discipline and government of the 
Church; that in all ecclesiastical causes he is a Judge, 
without appeal or possibility of reversal; that the defini- 
tions, both in faith and morals, delivered ex cathedra, 
are irreformable in themselves, and not from the consent 
of the Church, and are invested with the infallibility grant- 
ed by Christ in the said subject matter to the Church.' 

"As throwing light upon the use to be made of this pow- 
er by the Popes read the Encyclical and Syllabus of the 
Pope of 1864. In it, among many, note these points: He 
visits with his severest malediction, first, those who main- 
tain the liberty of the press; second, or the liberty of con* 
science and of worship; third, or the liberty of speech; 
fourth, those who contend that papal judgments and de- 
crees may without sin be disputed or differed from unless 
they treat of the rules of faith or morals; fifth, those who 
assign to the State the power to define the civil rights and 
province of the Church; sixth, he denounces those who 
hold that Catholic Pontiffs and ecumenical councils have 
transgressed the limits of their power and usurped the 
rights of princes; seventh, those who declare that the 
Church may not employ force; eighth, or that power not 
inherent in the office of the episcopate, but granted to it by 
the civil authority, may be withdrawn from it at the dis- 
cretion of that authority; ninth, he anathematizes those 
who affirm that the civil immunity of the Church and its 
minister depends upon civil right; tenth, or that in the 
confiict of laws, civil and ecclesiastical, the civil laws 
should prevail; eleventh, or that any method of instruction, 
solely secular, may be approved; twelfth, or that knowl- 
edge of things philosophical and civil should decline to be 
guided by divine and ecclesiastical authority; thirteenth. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



44 THE preachers' protests. 

or that marriage is not, in its essence, a sacrament, that 
is, in the sense that the Romish Church understands a sac- 
rament; fourteenth, or that marriage, not sacramentally 
contracted, is of binding force (the Pope's own explana- 
tion of this is that all marriages, so-called, outside the 
Catholic Church, is filthy concubinage). 

"These are his own words, and this declaration. If gen- 
erally received, as he insists it shall be, under penalty 
of eternal damnation, is a doctrine 'horrible and revolting 
in itself, and dangerous to the morals of society, the struc- 
ture of the family and the peace of life'; fifteenth, he 
anathematizes those who say that the abolition of the 
temporal power of the Popedom would be highly advan- 
tageous to the Church; sixteenth, or that any other reli- 
gion than the Roman religion may be established by the 
State; seventeenth, or that in countries called Catholic, the 
free exercise of other religions may be laudably allowed; 
18th, or that the Roman Pontiff ought to come to terms 
with progress, liberalism and modern civilization. There 
is no end to the quotations of this character that might be 
made in support of my position, known to every competent 
scholar, and known also to be utterly irreconcilable with 
American ideas and institutions. 

"In what logical inconsistency and self-stultification are 
Roman Catholic scholars involved, who must maintain the 
infallibility of Pope Urban VII, who condemned Galileo 
for teaching that the sun is the center of the solar system 
and that the earth moves around it, or of the Popes who 
antagonized one another, even to the extent of murder; ot 
the Popes who have contended and protested against each 
other at Rome and Avignon, when two Papal courts were 
being carried on at once by rival Popes. What have they 
to say of Pope John XXIII, who at the council of Constance 
was dethroned from the Papal chair because of his crimes, 
crimes no greater than those of Benedict VIII or a score 
of others that might be named? 

"The argument I make is that the Roman Catholic 
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people in America owe first allegiance to this foreign po- 
tentate, who claims the right to rule all citizens and all 
rulers, and that in a conflict of interests between the Pope 
and the American people, their first duty would be obedi- 
ence to the Pope. 

"I have an inexpressible longing for fellowship with 
my brethren of the Roman Catholic Church, many of whom 
have shown themselves incorruptible patriots on the battle- 
fields and in tha legislative halls of our country, and many 
of whom are beautiful examples of the Christian virtues 
and of all that belongs to the higher and nobler life of man. 
I long to see the chasm bridged that separates these our 
fellow citizens from us, that we may all be one in spirit 
and in Christian fellowship. I sometimes think it is at 
hand when I read the utterances of such men as Arch- 
bishop Ireland, whose heart is large as all America and as 
liberal and true as our American ideas. Then again the 
vision vanishes and the old chasm yawns deep and black 
as before. If our brethren would do what the Methodists, 
the Episcopalians, the Presbyterians, the Lutherans, the 
Baptists and all other churches have done, cut loose from 
foreign domination and rise to the plane of the best 
thought and life of modern times in the formation of an 
American Catholic Church, we would soon be on a plat- 
form of fraternity and fellowship. 

"Brethren, will you meet us on the only platform that 
the best scholarship can defend, where the best life can 
flourish, where our dominant American ideas are at home, 
where our political institutions will be safe, and where all 
Christians shall be one body, united in mutual confldence 
and love to each other and to Christ, the head aBfd life of 
all? Let foreign domination be thrown off and American 
Catholics return to the simplicity and purity of their gol- 
den age, in obedience to their greatest and best teachers, 
whom we all revere. Then will Protestants cease to pro- 
test and Catholicism become a reality instead of a name 
only, as it now is. 
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Dr. Vernon's final reply to Father McDermott. 
Here he asserts Father McDermott leaves argument^ 
and as a last hope^ resorts to sarcasm and ridictde. — 
Public Ledger, Dec. 28, 1908. 

"I had the honor of receiving a courteous note from Fath- 
er McDermott on the 15th of December asking me three 
questions. On the 16th I answered them, and took the lib- 
erty myself of asking him three questions concerning his 
authority for certain statements. He has not yet seen 
lit to favor me with the answers desired. To answer the 
first two would compel him to admit that he spoke with- 
out knowledge, and to answer the third would embarrass 
the argument he was making. 

"In his second lecture, my good brother gives up argu- 
ment and resorts to throwing dust into the air to hide the 
facts he cannot disprove; he even tries sneering, ridicule 
and sarcasm, things rarely brought forward in argument 
till the locker is pretty well exhausted. Indeed, the first 
lecture contains a concession of all that I have asserted; 
that the authority of the Church is above the authority 
of the State, and that the Church has authority over the 
consciences of men. Everything I have claimed is clearly 
admitted in these two propositions. As a scholar and 
thinker, he was compelled to make this admission, for they 
are embedded in history and in Catholic literature and 
doctrine, and a frank confession is better than a stupid 
effort to evade or deny them. 

"I ask thoughtful people to look at this a moment and 
see what it means. Who can interpret it for us better 
than Cardinal Manning who says in Donahue's Magazine 
for December, 1888: 'It is an obligation to obey the civil 
ruler; but if the civil ruler shall make a law hostile to 
(Papal) faith, we must then be Catholics first and citizens 
afterward.' In volume 3 of 'Ecclesiastical Sermons' he 
says: 'Why should the Holy Father touch any matter in 
politics at aU? For this plain reason, because politics are 
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part of morals. Politics are morals on the widest scale.' 
Cardinal Manning gave his approval to a book prepared 
for the Roman Catholic schools, by the Rev. F. X. Schoup- 
pe, in which on page 278 this appears: 'The civil laws are 
binding on the conscience only so long as they are con- 
formable to the rights of the Catholic Church.' Vicar 
General Preston, in a sermon preached in New York Janu- 
ary 9, 1888, said 'Every word Leo speaks from his high 
chair is the voice of the Holy Ghost, and must be obeyed. 
To every Catholic heart comes no tliought but obedience. 
Tou must not think as you choose; you mu^t think as 
Catholics. The man who says I will take my faith from 
Peter, but I will not take my politics from Peter, is not a 
true Catholic. The Church teaches that the supreme Pon- 
tiff must be obeyed, because he is the vicar of the Lord: 
Christ speaks through him.' 

"It will not do to listen alone to the soft and tender notes 
of this pastor priest, but we must go back to the rugged 
minds that direct affairs, shape the policies, aspire to the 
offices, have the aspiration and instinct for government, 
the great professors and doctors of the law, the mighty 
Roman Curia, and to the infallible Pope. We will strike 
a very different tone there from that which prevails in 
this mild-spirited l>riest on the banks of the Delaware, who 
shapes his message, as John Henry Newman did his to suit 
Protestant ears. We might think from these nearby voices, 
that the office of the Church is to teach and build up in 
spiritual things the flock of God; but from grand old 
Ol3rmpus we hear the deep-toned thunder announcing 'su- 
preme authority over men and nations,' 'the right to rule,' 
and demanding obedience at the peril of the salvation of 
the soul. This demand, written in the warp and woof of 
European history for a thousand years, comes to definite 
expression in the most positive terms and in many forms. 
The canon law of the Roman Catholic Church, as given 
by Doctor Von Schulte, professor of canonical law at 
Prague^ is clear and decisive on this point, as any one 
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may see by reading numbers 4, 5, 6, 7, S, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
16. 

"In order to become citizens of the United States, for- 
eigners after a sufficient time in the country, must take 
oath that they 'renounce forever all allegiance and fidelity 
to any prince, potentate, state or sovereignty, in particular 
that to which he has been subject.' The Roman Catholic 
profession of faith, having the sanction of the Council 
which met at Baltimore in 1884, contains the following 
oath of allegiance to the Pope: 'And I pledge and swear 
true obedience to the Roman Pontiff, vicar of Jesus Christ, 
and successor of the blessed Peter, Prince of the Apostles.' 

"That conditions may arise in which it would be im- 
possible to keep both of these oaths is manifest to every 
one. The Church declares what shall be done in such a 
case, for the authority of the Church is supreme. It is 
quite possible that a national struggle might arise in which 
the defection of those who would be swayed from their 
loyalty to the State by the voice of the Church, would 
decide the contest against the nation. However, others 
may try to cover up the facts, the Popes have been plain 
and outspoken in claiming the right to rule the State, the 
school and the home. Pope Pius IX put these demands in 
plain unequivocal language in his Syllabus, issued Decem- 
ber 8, 1864, and Leo X in his encyclical, dated April 21, 
1878, continued and repeated all the demands made by his 
predecessor. The Popes are the only competent authority 
to speak on this subject. It matters very little what some 
college professor or mild-spirited priest may say about 
these matters, so long as we have an infallible and su- 
preme authority to interpret and administer the law. 
When the Popes speak of their authority their utterances 
are final. 

"Let no one say that I am accusing Catholics of disloy- 
alty to the Government. Many people are better than 
their creeds, and many people do not know what their 
creeds are, which I believe to be the case with a large 
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proportion of the Catholic Church. History proves that 
the Catholics have been loyal to the Qovemment in every 
national struggle through which we have passed, and I 
doubt not they will be in the future if they are not inter- 
fered with by him who claims supreme authority over 
them. 

"When he takes up the question of the Pope blessing 
the Spanish navy and army, the good father throws dust 
into the air to hide the fact he does not deny, and that I 
therefore need not prove. He endeavors to relieve the 
matter by intimating that the Pope's blessing may not 
be very effectual, and, indeed, may work either of two ways, 
which was quite unnecessary, since history has fully in- 
formed us on that point. The Pope blessed Francis Joseph, 
and in less than a year he was defeated at Sadowa and 
lost his Venetian dominions. He blessed Queen Isabella 
of Spain, and in a short time she lost both crown and 
dominion. He blessed Louis Napoleon, and in less than 
twelve months he was defeated by Protestant Germany 
and fled to Protestant England, where he died in exile. 
He cursed Italy and excommunicated its King, and she 
rose to a position of honor among the nations. He cursed 
Germany, and she became the mightiest nation on the Con- 
tinent. He bljessed the French pretender, Boulanger, and 
in less than two weeks he had to flee to Germany for 
refuge, and now fllls a suicide's grave. He blessed the 
navy and army of Spain. The navy was sunk and the rem- 
nants of the army returned — ^whipped, ragged, miserable 
and sick. But why extend the list? All history is full 
of like cases. 

"Concerning the recognition of the independence of the 
Southern Confederacy during the Civil War, after citing 
some, but not all the authorities in the case, the lecturer 
concludes that the Pope's recognition was only 'a polite 
note.' it was, however, of that Delphic oracle kind that 
might be interpreted either way as the flnal result should 
warrant. If the Confederacy had succeeded, the Catholic 
trumpets would have proclaimed it to the ends of the 
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world as the result of the interposition of the Holy Father, 
hut since the Confederacy failed it is no more than a 
'polite note.' But the Confederacy was stimulated by it, 
and the Union forces felt that they had received a slap in 
the face from across the seas. The lecturer may be ex- 
cused on the ground of his foreign relationship and inter- 
est, for his want of knowledge of American history when 
he declares that the Confederacy was recognized by Eng- 
land and France. 

**The good priest fails to answer my question as to his 
authority for saying that *the Pope is a prisoner.' In ask- 
ing the question, I said: 'I have visited the Vatican, and 
found ail doors open — ^no guards but those stationed by 
the Pope himself to protect his liberties. The Pope may 
drive in the streets of Rome at will; take a train when he 
pleases; travel as far and as long as he wishes; return at 
his own option, and dwell in any house that suits his taste. 
That, my brother, is a kind of prison life that does not 'fit 
any definition of "prisoner" that I have been able to find, 
and I would highly appreciate one from you fitting the 
case.' I knew it was an awful question for him; that it 
went to the very heart of things at a delicate moment. I 
felt it almost cruel to ask it, but where were his wits when 
he made the statement? I know very well the only answer 
he can make, and silence is his most discreet course Just 
now, if only I would be silent, but I will not. 

"For nearly forty years the Pope has been posing before 
the civilized world as a prisoner. Why do not Catholics 
rise and set him free? Does any one know of a movement 
in that direction among all their millions? Does any Cath- 
olic dare lift his hand for that purpose? The navies and 
armies of the world would feel the shock if he did. No 
nation has ever dared to propose, offer assistance, or even 
suggest it. Not a single statesman in any country has 
dared lift up his voice for it; that would be 'suicide,' in- 
deed. Why? The Pope would be content with a territory 
half as large as the District of Columbia, to begin with, 
but the Catholics dare not propose to buy it, for no nation 
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would sell to them for that purpose at ten times the mar- 
ket value. Why? Popes have reigned in different parts of 
the world, but no nation has invited or would consent to 
the Pope now holding his court within its bounds in a dis- 
trict, however small, over which he claimed jurisdiction. 

"History is a great teacher, and it condemns the tem- 
poral power of the Pope as the great disturber and curse 
of the nations while it lasted, and no nation or politician 
will attempt suicide by endeavoring to restore it Until 
you can disinfect a thousand years of history, pluck out of 
the memory of mankind the numberless wrongs and cruel- 
ties of the papacy, and rejuvenate a decaying medievalism 
with a genuine healthy spiritual life, the temporal power 
of the Pope will never be restored and he will have to re- 
main the unwept, forlorn 'prisoner* of the Vatican. There 
is not a virile, progressive and enlightened nation that has 
not broken the shackles of Rome and risen in proportion 
as it receded from the ideals of Rome. The papacy crushed 
poor Italy until she was a byword among the nations, her 
commerce and trade gone and her people one of the most 
illiterate in the world. Victor Emmanuel broke the power 
of the oppressor and that virile race has awakened to a 
new life; intelligence, commerce and trade have greatly 
improved; Rome has become a clean, well-governed, grow- 
ing modem city, and the nation, with universal respect, 
takes its place with dignity in the parliament of the na- 
tions of the world. 

"Go look on the miserable republics of South America, 
occupying one of the richest territories on the face of the 
earth, l)ut blinded by superstition, dwarfed by ignorance 
and crippled by a foreign domination, they are on the low- 
est plane of civilization. Go and ask poor Spain, as she 
sits moping on the ruins of her once magnificent empire, 
what it was that ate out her vigor of thought, her national 
spirit, her power of command; how she lost the primacy 
that once was hers on land and sea; how she came to lose 
the splendid jewels that hung from either ear in the East 
and West Indies, and she must account for herself by that 
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same blight of superstition and ignorance, that, coming up 
like a miasmatic fog from the lowlands of the dark ages, 
has infected with decay every land where Rome has been 
the dominating influence. France has risen, as Victor 
Hugo said it would when menaced by the Pope. He said, 
'France is a lion and it is alive'; and so it is proving. 
The whole list of Papal States is made up of peoples deca- 
dent, nonprogressive, illiterate and deficient in the best 
moral and spiritual life as well as in intellectual develop- 
ment 

"My proposition for the formation of an American Cath- 
olic Church does not prove acceptable to my esteemed 
brother, as I well knew it would not. But observe I did 
not ask that such a Church should be formed 'on my plat- 
form,' as the lecturer intimates, nor on the Protestant, but 
on the Catholic platform. I made this proposition |n all 
sincerity, yet also as a bait. I did not think my brother 
would take it, but he did, and the hook now holds him fast 
In no other way could I have gotten from him such an ex- 
plicit declaration of the absolute dependence of the Ameri- 
can Catholics on the Pope, and of the vital character of 
their relation to him. He asks if I would have them 'com- 
mit religious suicide'? and declares that to take such action 
would be to 'cut themselves off from the vine.' 

"This states better than I could the great error and sin 
of the Roman Catholic Church, the source of the blight 
that has fallen on the spiritual life of that;. Church, the 
substitution of a man-made machine called the Roman 
Church for Jesus Christ, the life-giving Saviour of men. 
The sin of the ages is in thrusting that machine between 
the souls of men and the Christ they need so much, and 
without Divine warrant If the separation of American 
Catholics fix>m Rome would be cutting themselyes off 'from 
the vine,' then the Church is the vine. Christ said, 'I am 
the vine, ye are the branches'; but here is a branch, pufCed 
up and swelled out by pride till it imagines itself the vine, 
and the whole American Catholic Church is built on that 
anti-Christian notion. My brother has made the mistake 
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of taking a venerable, dried up branch for the living vine» 
and he needs to get back to the vine by some such 'cross 
circuit' as I have suggested. He must get this rubbish and 
superstition out of the way and get back to Christ, that he 
may lead his people to 'living waters/ and not to these 
'broken cisterns' which 'they have hewn out for themselves 
that can hold no water.' 

- "The complaint of Protestantism against the Roman 
Catholic Church is that it has pushed Christ back out of 
the sight of the people and has brought priests, forms and 
ceremonies to the front, until the Christ is seen no longer. 
They have taken the life-giving bread from the people and 
given them dry husks instead. Why should the sinner con- 
fess to the priest? Oh, the shame, the sin of it! Is not 
Christ nearer, more sympathetic, better able to understand 
and more ready and authoritative in forgiving? Why put 
the priest between the soul and its Saviour, unless to give 
prominence to the Church and install machinery that will 
bring a revenue? But how dare you traffic in the Saviour's 
blood and pardoning mercy?" 

If any formal reply is made to Doctor Vernon's sermon 
the "Public Ledger" will publish it, hoping that the pubUc 
discussion will end at that point Further elaboration, it 
would seem, could lead only to unproductive and regret- 
table harshness of feeling; not between the participants, 
but among the less self-contained followers on both sides. 
(—Editor of "Public Ledger.") 
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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S LETTER ON RELIGION IN 
POLITICS. 

"Nov. 6, 1908. 

"My Dear Sir: I have received your letter, running in 
part as follows: 

"'While it is claimed almost universally that religion 
should not enter into politics, yet there is no denying 
that it does, and the mass of the voters that are not 
Catholics will not support a man for any oflElce, especially 
for President of the United States, who is a Homan 
Catholic. 

"'Since Taft has been nominated for President by the 
Republican party it is being circulated and is constantly 
urged as a reason for not voting for Taft that he is an 
infidel (Unitarian) and wife and brother Roman Catholics. 
* * * If his feelings are in sympathy with the Roman 
Catholic Church on account of his wife and brother being 
Catholics, that would be objectionable to a sufficient num- 
ber of voters to defeat hiuL On the other hand, if he is an 
infidel, that would be sure to mean defeat. * * * I am writ- 
ing this letter for the sole purpose of giving Mr. Taft an 
opportunity to let the world know what his religious be- 
lief is.' 

Received Many Queries. 

"I received many such letters as yours during the cam- 
paign, expressing dissatisfaction with Mr. Taft on religious 
grounds; some of them on the ground that he was a 
Unitarian, and others on the ground that he was suspected 
to be in sympathy with Catholics. I did not answer any of 
these letters during the campaign because I regarded it as 
an outrage even, to agitate such a question as a man's re- 
ligious convictions, with the purpose of influencing a 
political election. But now that the campaign is over, 
when there is opportunity for men calmly to consider 
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whither such propositions as those you make in your let- 
ter would lead» I wish to invite them to consider them, and 
I have selected your letter to answer because you advance 
both the objections commonly urged against Mr. Taft; 
namely, that he is a Unitarian and also that he is sus- 
pected of sympathy with the Catholics. 

"You ask that Mr. Taft shall 'let the world know what 
his religious belief is.' This is purely his own private con- 
cern, and it is a matter between him and his Maker, a 
matter for his own conscience; and to require it to be 
made public under penalty of political discrimination is to 
negative the first principles of our Government, which 
guarantees complete religious liberty, and the right to 
each man to act in religious affairs as his own conscience 
dictates. Mr. Taft never asked my advice in the matter, 
but if he had asked it, I would have emphatically advised 
him against thus stating publicly his religious belief. The 
demand for a statement of a candidate's religious belief can 
have no meaning except that there may be discrimination 
for or against him because of that belief. Discrimination 
against the holder of one faith means retaliatory discrim- 
ination against men of other faiths. The inevitable result 
of entering upon such a practice would be an abandonment 
of our real freedom of conscience and a reversion to the 
dreadful conditions of religious dissension which in so 
many lands have proved fatal to true liberty, to true re- 
ligion and to all advance in civilization. 

''Outrage Against Liberty." 

"To discriminate against a thoroughly upright citizen be- 
cause he belongs to some particular Church, or because, 
like Abraham Lincoln, he has not avowed his allegiance to 
any Church, is an outrage against that liberty of conscience 
which is one of the foundations of American life. Tou are 
entitled to know whether a man seeking your suffrage is a 
man of clean and upright life, honorable in all his dealings 
with his fellows and fit by qualification and purpose to do 
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well in the great office for which he is a candidate; but you 
are not entitled to know matters which lie purely between 
himself and his Maker. If it is proper or legitimate to 
oppose a man for being a Unitarian, as was John Quincy 
Adams, for instance; as is the Rev. Edward Everett Hale, 
at the present moment chaplain of the Senate, and an 
American of whose life all good Americans are proud, then 
it would be equally proper to support or oppose a man 
because of his view on justification by faith, or the method 
of administering the sacrament or the gospel of salvation 
by works. If you once enter on such a career there is 
absolutely no limit at which you can legitimately stop. 

"So much for your objections to Mr. Taft because he is a 
Unitarian. Now, for your objections to him because you 
think his wife and brother to be Roman Catholics. As it 
happened they are not but if they were, or Mr. Taft were 
a Roman Catholic himself, it ought not to afCect in the 
slightest degree any many's supporting him for the position 
of President. 

^Foully Slander Countrymen." 

"Ton say that 'the mass of the voters that are not Catho- 
lics will not support a man for any office, especially for 
President of the United States, who is a Roman Catholic' 
I believe that when you say this you foully slander your 
fellow-countrymen. I do not for one moment believe that 
the mass of our fellow citizens, or that any considerable 
number of our fellow citizens, can be influenced by such 
narrow bigotry as to refuse to vote for any thoroufi^y up- 
right and flt man because he happens to have a particular 
religious creed. Such a consideration should never be 
treated as a reason for either supporting or opposing a 
candidate for a political office. 

"Are you aware that there are several States in this 
Union where the majority of the people are now Catholics? 
I should reprobate in the severest terms the Catholics who 
in those States (or in any other States) refused to vote 
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for the most fit man because he happened to be a Prot- 
estant, and my condemnation would be exactly as severe 
for a Protestant who under reversed circumstances refused 
to vote for a Catholic. 

"In public life I am happy to say that I have known many 
men who were elected and constantly re-elected to office 
in districts where the great majority of their constituents 
were of a different religious belief. I know Catholics who 
have for many years represented constituencies mainly 
Protestant, and Protestants who have for many years rep- 
resented constituencies mainly Catholic; and among the 
Congressmen whom I know particularly well was one man 
of Jewish faith who represented a district in which there 
were hardly any Jews at all. All of these men by their 
very existence in political life rebuke the slander you have 
uttered against your fellow Americans. 

Many Creeds In Cabinet. 

"I believe that this Republic will endure for many cen- 
turies. If so, there will doubtless be among its Presidents 
Protestants and Catholics and very probably at some time 
Jews. I have consistently tried while President to act In 
relation to my fellow Americans of Catholic faith as I 
hope that any future President who happens to be a Cath- 
olic will act toward his fellow Americans of Protestant 
faith. Had I followed any other course I should have felt 
that I was unfit to represent the American people. 

"In my Cabinet at the present moment there sit side by 
side Catholic and Protestant, Christian and Jew, each man 
chosen because in my belief he is peculiarly fit to exercise 
on behalf of all our people the duties of the office to which 
I have appointed him. In no case does the man's religious 
belief in any way influence his discharge of his duties, 
save as it makes him more eager to act justly and uprightly 
in his relations to all men. The same principles that have 
obtained in appointing the members of my Cabinet, the 
highest officials under me, the officials to whom is in- 
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trnsted the work of carrying out all the important policies 
of my administration, are the principles iQK>n which all 
good Americans should act in choosing, whether bjr election 
or appointment, the men to fill any office from the highest 
to the lowest in the land. 

"Yours truly^ 

"THEODORB ROOSBVBLT. 
"MR. J. C. MARTIN, Dayton, Ohio." 
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